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dance! 




boogy 1880s- 
style atthe 
annual 

Victorian Ball. 




Winter 
wonderland! 



classes, ruins 
cars, keeps 
on falling. 
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Everyone on 
campus writes 
about "Laramie 
Project.' 

See Page 3. 

SHOOTING. 
SCORING: 

Men's basketball 
wins first round 

CAC matchup. 



BLOWN 

AWAY: 

Student leaves 
after gun found 

in dorm room. 

See Page 10 




TODAY: 

Rain and snow 
with a high of 
36 and a low of 
27. 



Few snow 
showers with a 
high of 42 and 
a low of 26. 



Partly cloudy 
with a high of 
47 and a low of 
41. 



Few showers 
with a high of 
41 and a low of 
29. 




"He wasn't 

planning on 

harming 

anyone. 

Guys like 

guns, and 

they like to 

shoot 

bottles." 

Hope 

Hassell 



Anti-Gay Protesters Expected This Weekend 

Controversial Westboro Baptist Church To Picket Student Production of 'The Laramie Project 1 

By PHILLIP GRIFFITH 




News Editor 

When Associate Professor of Theatre and 
Dance Gregg Slull showed the flyer from 
Westboro Baptist Church to the cast of "The 
Laramie Project." half of the cast members 
burst into (cars 

The news release from the anti-gay 
Kansas church, headed by Pastor Fred 
Phelps, called the college "dyke-infested" 
and called the play "a tacky piece of sick fag 
melodrama with zero social value or literary 
merit." 

"If you're not very familiar w ith Phelps' 
rhetoric, it is very hurtful." Stull said. "But 
that dissipated very quickly. People were 
immediately called to action." 

The flyer also said members of the 
Westboro church will be picketing at the 
March I performance of the play and at local 

^ see PROTESTS paee 
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Above: Students (left to right) Joe Hammock, Nathan Figueroa, Phil Seidman, 
Brandon Redden, Liz Beebe, Barbara Howlin, Kat Mernin, Ryane Studivant and 
Jennifer Gaines perform in the dress rehearsal of The Laramie Project. Right: 
Members of the Westboro Baptist Church protest at a college. 
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MWC's Terrorism Emergency Plan: Sit Tight And Wait 




Photo Courtesyof Office of College Relations 



By TERRY L. NORTON 

Staff Writer 

Mary Washington College's crisis plan, 
in the event of a Red Level Terrorist Threat 
in the immediate area, is that it has no plan, 
other than advising members of the college 
community to stay right where they are until 
told to do otherwise. 

College officials told The Bullet that they 
would post announcements about a Red 
Level Threat on the school's web site, but 
acknowledged that they have no backup 
system in place for communicating with 
members of the college community should 
the power go out at the school. 



alarm to notify the campus community of a 
present threat," said Lt James C. Snipes, 
acting chief of Campus Police. 

In addition, college officials say they do 
not have an evacuation plan in place should 
members of the college community need to 
exit the campus en masse in the event of a 
Red Level Threat. 

According to the Virginia Homeland 
Security web site, a Red Level Threat is 
when a terrorist attack has occurred or 
intelligence indicates one is likely to occur. 

On Feb. 14. Richard Hurley, executive 
vice president and chief financial officer 
sent an email to the members of the College 
community in response to the federal 



Threat and calls "attention to the structure 
that exists at" the College for handling 
emergencies. 

"First, I want to assure you that our 
campus environment is safe and secure," 
Hurley said in the email. 

This has been his response to calls from 
concerned parents about the college plans 
after the Orange Level was issued and 
Homeland Security indicated that terrorists 
might target public places such as 
universities and malls. 

Orange Level is the second highest threat 
level and means, meaning that there is a high 
risk of a terrorist attack but no targets have 
been identified. 



To B Or Not To BP 

Faculty Senate Votes To Redefine Grading System 



By PORTSIA SMITH 

Assistant News Editor 

There's nothing unusual about an "A" 
grade at Mary Washington College anymore. 
And that "B," once "distinctly above 
average," is now merely "commendable." 

And since the college's faculty is 
uncomfortable with the idea of "average" — 
which one professor dubbed a "highly 
ambiguous word" — a grade of "C" will 
henceforth be described as "adequate." 

Those were among the changes in the 
official description of grades at MWC, passed 
by the faculty Senate on Feb. 5. 

Students seemed to be indifferent to the 
new wording. 

"It clarifies things a little bit." said junior 
Blair Parsons. "But its not really worth 
passing a motion and wasting everyone's 
time." 

The current academic catalogue rates 
academic performance in the following 
manner: A = unusual excellence. B ■ work 
distinctly above average, C = work of 
average or medium quality, D = work of 



below average quality, and F - failure. 

With the new wording. A = excellent. B 
= commendable, C = adequate. D = 
marginal, and F = failure. 

The motion was brought to the Faculty 
Senate by the Academic Affairs Committee. 

According to Professor of Economics 
Robert Rycroft, who is on the committee, 
the main reason for the change was to 
eliminate the word "average" in the old 
definitions. The old language was thought 
to be misleading because it is not specified 
what an "average" grade means. 

"To me average is a highly ambiguous 
word." Rycroft said, "lt can mean adequate 
or it can refer to the arithmetic mean and 
these arc not necessarily the same thing." 

Craig Naylor, assistant professor of 

music and faculty secretary, recorded at the 

meeting that the wording change was needed 

to address the fact that Mary Washington 

College students arc all above average and 

that a grade of C often differs from a 

mathematical "average" and creates a 

discrepancy. „„.„„ 

v see uKAUca page 1 



Apartments Will lack Parking 

142 Available Parking Spots For 350 Students 



By JAMES TRAMEl 

Staff Writer 

Marye's Heights was once the site of 
bloody, historic battle. On Dec. 13, 1862 
General Ambrose Burnside had thrown 
repeated attacks against Robert E. Lee's 
impenetrable line on Marye's Heights in an 
epic conflict. Next fall may feature a battle 
of a different nature. 

The Apartments at MWC, formerly 
Marye's Heights has 142 parking spaces and 
a planned student population of 350. With 
the proposed parking deck, planned by the 
administration to be built with the new 
Fitness center, scratched, the college is in the 
process of finding a contractor to begin an 
inquiry into campus parking. 

"The parking situation is definitely a 
problem we want to solve," said Bernard 
Chirico, vice president for Student Affairs 
and dean of Students. "We're looking into a 
much bigger scope that Marye's Heights, 
however. We want to survey the entire 
campus, and get the professional opinion and 
recommendations from a professional 
analyst." 

Chirico would not give the name of the 
new company as the contract was still in 



negotiation. He said that the negotiations 
should end soon, and the campus will be 
surveyed before the end of the semester. 

"We hope to implement immediate short 
term changes as soon as we get them, and 
then plan for the long-term solutions," 
Chirico said. 

John Wiltenmuth, vice president of 
Facilities Services, said "The new parking 
deck was scratched because there was just 
no money in the budget for it. The new 
parking advisory consultant is different, in 
this respect, as they are specifically able to 
assess and make recommendations to 
parking problems." 

With Marye's Heights the administration 
expects more students to be on campus all 
the time next semester. While this may 
create additional parking problems, it may 
also solve others. 

Richard V. Hurley, Executive Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer said. 
"We're hoping to attract more students back 
to campus with Marye's Heights. If we 
have more students on campus, then we will 
have less commuter students." 

While the increase in the amount of 
rooms on campus will increase the amount 
•* sec PARKING, page 2 
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By PORTSIA SMITH 

Assistant News Editor 



Feb. 8 — Around 12:35 a.m., a 19-year-old 
female student in Mason Hall was found to 
be in possession of seven cans of alcohol. The 
alcohol was confiscated and the student was 
referred to administration. 

Feb. I— At 5:25 p.m., a student in Virginia 
Hall reported that another resident had choked 
her. Campus police were called to the scene, 
but no criminal charges were filed. The 
incident was referred to Residence Life. 

Feb. 14 — Housekeeping staff reported that 
someone had written the word "FAG" in 
shaving cream on a brick wall in the rear of 
Bushnell Hall. 



Feb. 17 — Around 7 p.m., a student reported 
her backpack stolen from the rotunda area of 
Trinkle Hall. The student said she left her 
backpack there while she went to a basketball 
game and to dinner. When she returned to 
Trinkle to study her backpack was missing. 
The contents of the backpack was later found 
in a box on the second floor of Trinkle, but 
the backpack was not found. The case is under 
investigation. 

Feb. 18— Around 11 a.m., two campus police 
cars were found to be damaged by snow and 
ice that feli off of the roof of Lee Hall. Both 
vehicles were considered a total loss. The 
estimated amount of damage is unknown at 
this time. 



Academic Regulations Eased For Jocks 



- GRADES i 

Vice President and Dean of the Faculty Phil 
Hall was in favor of the change. 

"I agree with the idea that the use of the word 
average is misleading," Hall said. "But it wasn't 
easy trying to find language that didn't use it." 

Two other motions were passed at the meeting. 

According to the Naylor, the first motion was 
to enable students that come to the college with a 
language proficiency, for example from an 
extended stay in a foreign country, to be able to 
move into advanced level classes in that language. 

The last motion was to clarify "good academic 
standing," especially in relation to student 
participation in non-academic activities and in 
determining NCAAeligibility. 

Mary Washington College's current regulation 
mistakenly states that if a student has a grade point 



average below 2.0, then they are no longer in 
"good academic standing.." and will be placed 
on probation or suspension. 

The new regulation clarifies the regulation and 
states that students are placed on probation or 
suspension when they fall below a certain GPA 
This GPA changes as the number of credits taken 
increases: students with under 30 credits must 
have a GPA above 1 .25 to be in good academic 
standing, students with 31-60 credits must have 
a GPA above 1 .50, students with 61-90 credits 
must have a GPA above 1 .75, and students with 
more than 9 1 credits must have a GPA above 2.0. 

All three motions were passed either 
unanimously or with a single dissent. They will 
appear in the next academic catalogue and take 
effect in Fall 2003. 



MWC Prepares For The Worst 



TERRORISM, page 1. 

Hurley's memo instructs the community to go 
to Campus Advisories on the college's web site. 
At present, all that web page contains is a verbatim 
copy of the email, links to Virginia Homeland 
Security Threat Conditions and the Virginia 
Department of Emergency Management, and a 
short notice of other recommendalions. However, 
the college lacks a full structured emergency plan. 

The first problem is how to inform the campus 
community that a Red Level Threat is underway. 
According to Ronald Singleton, senior vice 
president for Advancement and College Relations, 
that notification would come through the Internet 
or phones. In the event that power is lost, he said 
they would have to go around to each college 
building to post notices. 

However, unless one happens to look at 
Campus Advisories, one won't know such a 
terrorist event is occurring. 

"We have the campus hotline, the 2424 number, 
which can handle thousands of calls at a time," 
Hurley said. "Do not call the police and tie up 
their phones." 

Another problem is instructions on what the 
campus community should do if a terrorist attack 
is taking place. Singleton said that they do not 
consider Fredericksburg to be a terrorist target, 
and D.C. is 53 miles away. 

However, Quantico Marine Corps Base with 
the FBI training facility is only 16 miles up 
Interstate 95 and Ft. A.P. Hill 10 miles southeast 
of Fredericksburg. 

"We haven't gotten that specific," Singleton 
said. 

In an interview. Hurley said, "Should such an 
incident [Red Level alert) occur, we would shelter 
in place. If we thought we had the time, to cancel 
classes, direct residence back to halls and 
commuters home, we would. If the event is too 
imminent, we would immediately insist everyone 
stay where they are until further notice." 

College officials said they were to have a 
meeting on Feb. 17 about a Code Red emergency 
plan, but they had to postpone it due to snow. 

"We do know people should not get on the 
highway," Singleton said. "Stay put." 



Snipes said that the police follow the 
Emergency Operations Plan in the event of 
building takeovers, bomb threats, or Biochemical 
attacks. The Campus Police are part of an 
emergency response mechanism that can take 
action independently of the committee. Snipes 
explained that the city services would be 
involved in any response to campus terrorist acts. 

Hurley said the college would lock down 
residence halls so there was only single access 
and egress and monitor that through Residence 
Life staff and student representatives such as 
RAs. They would restrict access to all buildings 
using College ID cards. 

There is also nothing on the web page 
explaining what would happen if food or water 
were contaminated. 

"We are just starting to discuss this aspect," 
Singleton said "Seacobeck has a large amount 
of food stockpiled. The College uses municipal 
water and the city has water towers. Basic 
necessities are protected." 

Dining Facilities General Manager Peter 
Labrecque said that their contingency plan 
requires that they have food on hand that has a 
shelf-life of 45 days. This is items such as canned 
or powdered food. 

"That does not mean we have food for 45 
days," he said. "That would be impractical." 

Hurley had suggestions for the campus 
community: Call the police or use the emergency 
call buttons placed around campus if something 
suspicious is happening. Don't leave packages 
such as briefcases and book bags unattended. 
Keep in touch with the Residence Life staff about 
what to do in a crisis situation, and check the 
link to Virginia Homeland Security, 

Both Hurley and Singleton insisted that there 
are no critical facilities or specific hazards on 
campus that would be targets for attacks. 

So far this committee and emergency plan are 
not costing the College anything. 

"It's all brainpower," Singleton said. "Any 
action by services— police and fire— would come 
out of their budget. We will see if there's anything 
we need to purchase." 



Another Battle Might Break Out At Maryes Heights 



- PARKING , page 1 . 
of students living on campus, it will not affect 
the amount of students attending the college. 
Hurley also said one of the parking ideas may 
be to open more of the William Street Lot to 
residents of Marye's Heights, but that will 
depend on the parking analysis. 

Lt. James Snipes said that there are 
currently 145 spaces for residents and 45 for 
commuters at the William Street Lot, located 
adjacent to Marye's Heights. 

Senior Shannon MacMichael parks in the 
commuter spaces at the William Street lot 
currently. "I took the bigger room, and so my 
roommate got the parking space," she said. 



There is currently one allotted space per 
apartment at Marye's Heights. Myra Fox, the 
current assistant manager, said the apartments 
are currently set up this way to ensure every 
resident has at least one space, and the 
remaining space are available for visitors. 

Junior Jennifer Howard knows the 
difficulty in finding a parking space. During 
last week 's snowstorm she walked to campus. 

"I knew that several of the available spaces 
were taken away on College Avenue due to 
the snow," Howard said. "With as few as there 
are now, there was no way I was going to drive 
to campus." 
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Justice is Blind, Peace is Naked 

OCCIDENTAL, Calif.-TRUTH, COMPASSION and PASSION were the messages over 100 women sent 
to the world when they convened on a hillside, took off their clothes, and spelled the words with their 
bodies. It was one of the largest gatherings of women yet protesting war by forming words in the nude, 
reported the Associated Press. "I was just going to come and watch," said Barbara Bochinski, who ended up 
helping to form the "U" in TRUTH. "Then I felt like I wanted to do something positive to offset the fear I 
feel. When I was lying down there I felt so positive I didn't mind the cold." The first demonstration of this 
kind happened when more than 40 women got together to spell out PEACE in Marin County, CA. Since then 
more than 40 similar demonstrations have been held around the world. "I'm excited to be a part of this," said 
Kim Monser, a participant. "The gathering of women is always very powerful. There is energy there." 

National Guardsman Throws Party; Gets Married 

TAOS, Mo.— Jefferson City police detective and Missouri National Guard Sergeant Eric Wilde was called 
to active duty and prepared to leave for a year. He visited his priest, cleaned out his basement and went to the 
bank to get everything in order. Then he threw himself a going-away party -or that's what all his family and 
friends thought. "I have to take one more step to make sure everything is in order," said Wilde to the 
assembled crowd. "We're going to turn this party into a wedding!" The Associated Press reported that after 
Wilde said this Adrienne Jeffries, his fiance, entered the back of the hall with her father. "These vows are 
beautiful words representing even more beautiful intentions," said Judge Mark Richardson, who performed 
the ceremony for the couple. "You will find that as you live, these vows will be yours, investing your time, 
love and commitment to each other. The happy times of you life will be twice as joyous, because there will 
be someone to share this joy with." 

Budget Cuts Lead School Official To Eliminate Himself 

DOLLAR BAY, Mich. — Superintendent Robert Barrette said that in order to relieve the budget deficit in his 
district, he will propose the elimination of his own position to the school board in March. When they meet to 
develop next year's budget Barrette plans to suggest his own termination and the consolidation of his job 
with the job of William Tarbox, the principal in Dollar Bay, reported the Associated Press. "It's either that or 
cut teachers," Barrette said. "Schools are about kids. If we cut teachers we hurt the quality of education, but 
eliminating an administrator won't hurt kids." As it stands Dollar Bay has 19 teachers for 262 students in 
grades kindergarten through 12. Barrette makes roughly $100,000 a year including benefits. 

Nikes Really Can Go the Distance 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska— 5,500 pairs of Nike basketball shoes that fell off a cargo ship during a storm are 
finally starting to reach land, in Alaska. Curtis Ebbesmeyer, an Oceanographer who tracks debris through 
the waters, wrote an email to the Anchorage Daily News saying "Nikes will soon be in your neck of the sea," 
reported the Associated Press. Because the shoes have only been in the water for a few months they may still 
be wearable. If, that is, a match can be made. "Nike forgot to tie the laces, so you have to find mates," said 
Ebbesmeyer. The shoes are estimated to have moved more than 450 miles a month, up to 18 miles a day. 
They are predicted to drift another 1 ,600 miles before they all wash up on some pacific shore. 

PETA Says Drink, Don't Milk! 

MADISON, Wis.— Governor Jim Doyle is under pressure from People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
to change Wisconsin's official beverage from milk to beer. Milk, according to PETA, is harmful to humans. 
They said that it can cause heart disease, cancer, allergies, diabetes and obesity, reported the Associated 
Press. Beer, they said, does none of these things. PETA said they want to ease the plight of milk cows which 
are put under great stress because they are kept constantly pregnant to force them to produce milk. The 
calves are also ripped away from their mothers so humans can have the milk. The beer-for-milk campaign 
was shut down by Mothers Against Drunk Driving but is being reintroduced by PETA. 



Students Organize Against Protesters 

But Protesters Say They Like It When 'Freaks' Protest Them 

- PROTESTS, page 1. 




area churches. As a result of the church's announcement, 
students have organized in support of the student 
production of "The Laramie Project." 

Stull said cast members increased their efforts to put 
on the play, which opened Feb. 20 in duPont Hall. "The 
Laramie Project" is a play exploring the reactions of 
townspeople in Laramie, Wy. where gay college student 
Matthew Shepard, was beaten, tied to a fencepost and 
left to die. 

The Westboro Baptist Church protests daily against 
homosexuality and often pickets at colleges and other 
areas performing "The Laramie Project." They also 
protested at Shepard's funeral and are shown doing so 
in the play. 

Shirley Phelps-Roper is an attorney for the church 
who said they found out about the college's production 
from emails from students and city residents. She also 
said the church was coming to protest because the college 
needs it. 

"You're entitled to hear the gospel at least once in 
your lifetime," Phelps-Roper said. "More specifically, 
you're going to put on that 'Laramie Project,' and you 
need to understand that there is a God. That play was 
created by homosexuals for homosexuals with a filthy 
agenda." 

Stull said he had not heard of any student complaints 
about the production but an angry female patron called 
the theatre ticket office about two weeks ago. 

Nathan Figueroa, president of People for the Rights 
of Individuals of Sexual Minorities (PRISM), and "The 
Laramie Project" cast member, said he encountered 
Phelps before and was shocked his church was coming 
to protest in Fredericksburg. 

"I was aware that Phelps often goes around the 
country and protests 'The Laramie Project,'" Figueroa 
said. "The stuff that he has to say is really ugly." 

Professor Stull said the Department of Theatre and 
Dance received a fax from Westboro Baptist Church on 
Feb. 15. He then notified college administrators, who 
discussed the protests at a Crisis Planning Committee 
meeting on Feb. 19. 

Vice President for Advancement and College 
Relations Ron Singleton said occasionally people want 
to come to the college and present their opinions. The 
college has a Freedom of Expression policy, which 
allows protesters to come as long as they are not 



disruptive to the college's academic prografn. 

"We don't usually join sides," Singleton said. "The 
campus is a perfect place for the exchange of ideas. It 
really doesn't get involved to try to protect people from 
viewpoints." 

Phelps-Roper said they will probably have about 10 
protesters from Westboro Baptist Church. She said she 
was not sure if her father Fred Phelps would be attending 
because they have two other scheduled protests for this 
weekend. Police said they expect more student counter 
protesters from other organizations and even other j 
schools. 

PRISM is using the event as a fundraiser. For every j 
minute Westboro Baptist Church is protesting, they are j 
asking people to pledge a dime to Equality Virginia, j 
Also, the student senate has passed a resolution 
supporting the college and "The Laramie Project." 

"It's a very negative thing, but you can turn it into a 
positive thing," Figueroa said. "Phelps personifies 
homophobia to the extent that it can be positive because 
you can see how ugly homophobia is." 

According to college officials, the protesters will be 
located on the comer of Brent Street and College Avenue 
near Double Drive from 7-8 p.m. on Saturday. The street 
will divide Westboro Church members from any counter 
protesters. 

Acting Police Director James Snipes said the college 
plans to have at least five police officers on duty, and 
any violence would result in arrests. Snipes also said 
city police will be there as well. 

"If we observe an assault that occurs, they will be 
arrested," Snipes said. "We hold no distinction between 
protesters and counterprotesters. It goes both ways." 

Westboro Church member Phelps-Roper said they 
enjoy when people come protest them. 

"We love them," Phelps-Roper said. "The dichotomy 
between the two groups is noticeable. They are usually 
disheveled, disorganized, a motley band of riffraff. I 
can't think of any word to use except maybe freaks. 
Their visage is as freakish looking as their appearance." 

Theatre Professor Stull said he was too pleased by 
student reactions, but for different reasons. 

"I think it's great," Stull said. "I think that anytime 
our community can stand up and say that we as a 
community are offended by this kind of hatred, I think 
that's a positive thing." 
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FAST FACT: 

There is no "Curse of the 
Bambino," according to 
documentary filmmaker Ken 
Burns. The Red Sox's World 
Series drought is due to "just 
bad pitching." 



Editorial 

Be Prepared 

Let's be realistic. The chances of a 
terrorist attack at the college are absurdly 
remote. However, that being said, the 
college can definitely come up with a 
better emergency plan than the current one, 
which right now is pretty much "Wait for 
further instructions." 

This plan is obviously lacking, 
especially when one considers the 
possibility of a lack of power and phone 
services. Also, the College says the dorms 
will go into a "lock-down" state with 
Resident Assistants making sure the halls 
are safe. Yeah right, two weeks worth of 
training in how to bust underage drinkers 
and mediation will be really useful in a 
campus-wide crisis. 

We're not saying the college should 
build underground bunkers and stockpile 
it with food for years. Like we said, this 
is Mary Washington College, not exactly 
a terrorism hotspot. However, surely 
administrators can create a more useful 
emergency plan. 

Freedom For All 

For once, The Bullet completely agrees 
with the administration. Well, maybe not 
completely, but at least on one issue we 
do. The members of the Westboro Baptist 
Church have every right to come and share 
their views, and we welcome that. Of 
course, because we have sense, we oppose 
their anti-homosexual , anti- American , and 
anti-religion viewpoints, but we still 
welcome their willingness to share them. 

The First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution provides us with Freedom of 
Speech. That freedom extends to 
everyone, from Rev. Fred Phelps and Rush 
Limbaugh to Larry Flynt and Howard 
Stern. 

Freedom of speech is one of our most 
precious freedoms, and it is no accident it 
is in the first amendment. Let no one try 
to silence the protesters from the Westboro 
Baptist Church and hope they do not try 
to quiet their opponents. Open dialogue 
is the only way to come to honest 
agreements and compromises. 

As Voltaire wrote in the 18th century, 
"I disapprove of what you say, but I will 
defend to the death your right to say it." 
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Apathy Implies Approval 

Dear Kditor: 

With the Mar) Washington College 
production of "The Laramie Project" and the 
imminent arrival of the self-professed "fng- 
basherS" from Westboro Baptist Church. 1 urge 
lite campus community to find ways to read to 
Phelps's clan proactivefy. Apathy silently lends 
appro\ al id Phelps and 

reinforces hate Speak MMpppppffHBMB 

this Ht^^JhLrfifcikJl 

opportunity to do 

everyone to respond to T] PA 

is pHp^^^^^ 

confront Phelps 

directly. This only adds credibility to his view 
by suggesting his ranting is even worth arguing 
about. Also, keep in mind thai Phelps's 
congregation is made up of lawyers, and they 
often make money with these protests by suing 
anyone who they re able to bring charges against. 
Don't confront the protestors directly, thereby, 
financially fueling the spread oftheir hate. Don't 
give Phelps the audience he desperately desires. 
See Phelps for w hat he is. a hateful misinformed 
extremist, Leave him and his violent message un- 
witnessed. 

Phelps himself is represented as a character 
in "The Laramie Project." However. Phelps 
condemns "The Laramie Project" because ii 
show s a multiplicity of viewpoints on the murder 
of Matthew Shepard. and not jus! his own slant. 
Phelps does not want you to see this play or the 
other views expressed in it. Therefore, the mosi 
powerful way that you can protest Phelps is to 
support "The Laramie Project." Listen with an 
open mind and heart, not just to Phelps's thinking 
but to the whole diversity of beliefs presented. 

Another way you can protest Phelps is to sign 
up for PRISM's fundraiser and pledge a dime to 
Equality Virginia forever) minute that the Phelps 
clan protests. The fundraiser is helping to turn 
hale into compassion. Every minute that the 



Westboro Baptist congregation spends espousing 
their message, they will be advancing the 
equality of individuals across the 
Commonwealth of Virginia! Once all the 
donations have been collected. PRISM w ill send 
Westboro Baptist Chinch a card thanking fheWn 
for their valuable activ ism. 

Whatever you decide, please do something 
to lake a positive stance against Phelps's protest, 
lake a step toward love and acceptance. Now 
more than ever, we should he reminded of a tow n 
m Wyoming, noi much unlike Fredericksburg, 
where people were forced, all at once, to face 
the tragic consequences of homophobia: to 
« resile w ith iheirown feelings about acceptance, 
compassion, and faith a community that 
thought tolerance was enough. 

Nullum Figuetm is a junior and is the 
pre s idem of PRISM. 

Christianity Means 
Love And Respect 

Dear Kditor: 

The campus ministers here at Mary 
Washington wanted to clearly communicate our 
strong disagreement w ith the views and practices 
of the extremist group thai plans to protest the 
performance of "The Laramie Project" this 
coming weekend. We believe that what is being 
promoted by the members of the independcnl 
Westboro Baptist Church of Topeka. Kansas, is 
derogatory, disrespectful, and in no way 
consistent w ith historical, orthodox Christianity, 

Although 
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of disagreement and potential conflict. Please 



Project" is in no way endorsed In the campus 
ministries that have signed this letter Please do 
not hesitate to contact any campus minister if 
you have furl her questions, 

8pv, Susan Blunchurd for The Baptist 
Student I ! nion. Rev. Bob ,\::arilo for The 
Campus Christian Community, i r. Ron 
I m (dantc for The Catholic Student 
Association, Ken Stout for Grace 
Campus Ministries, and Tracy I'.nnis for 
tnterS/arsity Christian Fellowship 

Protest In Peace 

Dear Kditor: 

I was greatly disturbed and quite aggrieved 
by a weblink that I received this past week. That 
such hatred can be aimed so harshly and unjustly 
just boggles my mind. That Rev. Lied Phelps 
preaches to his congregation like he does seems 
beyofld sick, but now he threatens to try and force 
his v icw s upon the student body, faculty, and staff 
of Mary Washington College. I strongly believe 
t hat each person's beliefs must be respected, but 
to disregard others' rights and to force your 
beliefs down others' throats is unacceptable. 
What Rev. Phelps preaches is not salvation, but 
hatred. His hatred is not limited to anv one person 
or type of person though; he hales everyone. 

To listen to him speak is to look into the face 
of one w ho does not uphold the rights of others. 
To him it is a damnable offense just to know 
someone who is homosexual. In the same breath 
that he condemns our school and the community 
to hell for producing "The Laramie Project." he 
says good riddance to those who died on Sept. 
1 1 . 2001 and on the Space Shuttle Columbia. The 
only logic that I hav e been able to find in this is 
that Americans support people's right to live their 
lives freely . Rev. Phelps made it very clear that 
he finds it morally contemptible for us to allow 
others to live their lives as they see fit. 

It is my hope that most people sec through 
what Rev. Phelps say s. and abhor the haired that 
he Stands for. I am not advocating that 
homosexuality is right or wrong, but the hatred 
is. Nothing good ever comes out of it. When 
reading his flyer about our school my mind 
turned to some other ev ents that people turned 
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Letters to the Editor 



We Don't Burn 
Our Bras, Either 

Dear Kditor: 

As seniors at Mary Washington College, we 
have seen our share of inaccurate and/or 
exaggerated articles in the Bullet. However, 
this is the first time we have been directly 
affected by misquotes, information taken out 
of context, and just plain lies. We are members 
of the swim team and are pretty disgusted with 
the article printed in the Feb. 6 edition of The 
Bullet. "Swim Teams Crush Howard." It is our 
intent today to clear up some misconceptions 
of our team. 

To start with, the girls do shave their armpits, 
bikini lines, etc. during the season. The only 
things we do not shave are our legs and even 
this is only the month and a half before our 
championship meet. Secondly, the guys, 
contrary to the article's information, do not 
"shave every hair off their body." They too 
shave their legs, and some their heads, arms, 
and chests. Finally, and possibly the most 
disturbing part, is the blatant misquoting. It is 
really unfair, unprofessional, and not to mention 
it is illegal! We would greatly appreciate a 
publication of these, the true facts. 

It is pretty sad that a college newspaper can't 
find anything other than very insignificant 
shaving traditions to write about two teams with 
records of 1 1 - 1 and 9-2 as of Feb. 7. How about 
the fact that we train two and a half hours every 
afternoon plus three mornings a week or that 
we trained four hours a day for 12 days over 



winter break in Miami? There are plenty of 
interesting stories out there about our team as 
well as any other team. If you need suggestions 
about what to write on. there are plenty of 
people that would provide them. 

Karin Riesenfeld, Jemi Grahoyes, 
and Ashley Randlett are seniors. 

Snow Woes 

Dear Kditor: 

At 7:45 a.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 19. 1 got 
the last spot in the George Washington Hall lot. 
where my car was at an angle, parked on ice. I 
watched other commuters pounding on their 
steering wheels in anger before driving off to 
find another place to park. As most of the 
parallel parking spaces were full of snow and 
buried cars, this was no easy feat. 

Later, walking behind George Washington 
Hall, ice, then snow, covered the rest of the 
walkway, including the stairs leading to a dorm 
building. There was not even a pink laminated 
warning sign, as is Mary Washingtn College's 
trademark of a dangerous pathway. 

In addition. I, like every other student, 
received a mass email warning me to stay away 
from campus buildings, as snow is falling off 
roofs in dangerous amounts and we could be 
injured. Now, I'm not a physics major, but 1 
am concerned that school was too dangerous 
to come in for, and one more day off would not 
have killed anyone. In fact, it would have made 
that less likely to happen. There should never 
be a time when academies prevail over safety. 

Kelly Mitchell is a junior. 



Bullet Letter and 
Editorial Policy 

The Bullet is always eager to receive letters to 
the editor and guest columns, and every effort is 
made to print them. If there are numerous letters 
on one subject, a sampling of the best letters will 
be selected. 

Letters should be typed, double-spaced, and 
submitted the Monday before publication. All letters 
and columns are subject to editing for length and 
clarity. Letters should be no longer than 300 words, 
and columns should not exceed 700 words. The 
Bullet reserves the right to withhold libelous 
material. 

The Bullet does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, disability, national origin, 
political affiliation, marital status, sex, age or 
sexual orientation. 

The Bullet will not publish anonymous letters or 
columns. All letters must be signed, and a phone 
number and address must be included to f acilitate 
verification of authorship of the letter. Letters and 
columns can be mailed to The Bullet at 1 701 College 
Avenue. Fredericksburg, VA, 22401 -4666, delivered 
to our office in Seacobeck Hall or sent to our email 
address at bullet^ mwc.edu. 

Opinions expressed in columns or letters to the 
editor do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Bullet staff. The staff editorial represents the 
opinions of The Bullet editorial hoard and not 
necessarily those of the college, student body or 
entire Bullet staff. 
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Fast Fact: 

Official FDA guidelines allow whole 
pepper to be sold with up to one 
percent of the volume made up of 
rodent droppings. 
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Students Go Back In Time 
Historic Preservation Club Hosts Ball 







to trying to park 
on an unplowed 
College Avenue 
last Wednesday. 



to Facility 
Services for 
clearing campus 
during the 
blizzard. 



to Dole juices 
being impossible 
to open. 



to Seacobeck 
employees for 
making it into 
work during the 
snow storm. 



no job offers with 
graduation being 
so close. 



to the "Laramie 

Project" 

performance. 



*Not enough thumbs for you? See 
page 5 for an extra helping. 







Aries - Good day to do crossword 
puzzles in the park. Life is short enough, 
without letting it get you all stressed out 
like that. 

Taurus - You will have a hunch today. 
Perhaps you should try a firmer mattress? 

Gemini - In an attempt to simplify your 
life, you will discard all of your footwear. 
Later you will regret this, but will be too 
proud to admit it. 

Cancer - Good day to learn to do more 
with your toes. Start off by tying knots 
with them. 

Leo - You will spend another day 
surrounded by idiots. 

Virgo - Today you will be mooned by a 
cat. Fortunately you won't notice. 

Libra - Today is tiddly wink day. Make 
it count. 

Scorpio - Good day to buy a stereo 
microscope and examine that stuff under 
your toenail. 

Sagittarius - Between now and the vernal 
equinox, trust anyone with freckles. After 
that, trust no one. 

Capricorn - A hive of naked mole rats 
will move in with you. You will find that 
they are relatively tidy creatures, but that 
it's difficult to explain their presence to 
your friends. 

Aquarius - Today is not a good day to be 
yourself. Be someone else until further 
notice. 

Pisces - You will start a company to sell 
fresh-roasted peanut butter door-to-door. 
Your sales people may find the peanut 
costumes a bit uncomfortable at first, 
however. 




Dancers at the 



Staff Writer 

On Saturday, Feb. 15, Lee Hall 
Ballroom lived up to its name when 
about 50 Mary Washington College 
students and local community members 
waltzed the night away during the 
Victorian Ball, hosted by Mary 
Washington College's Historic 
Preservation club. 

Arriving in ruffled gowns with 
ornate bodices and luxcdo-like suits 
reminiscent of the Victorian era, the 
guests prepared to enjoy an evening of 
dancing, games, and socializing. 
Although authentic gowns and suits 
were not required and attendees were 
welcome to wear any type of formal 
wear, many guests opted to wear period 
costumes. The Victorian era lasted from 
about I860 to 1900 and this year's 
dance was set in 1 860. when hoop skirts 
were all the rage. 

Kristi Harpst. the chairperson for the 
ball whose mom helped her make her 
own taffeta gown, complete with a 
corset and hoop skirt said. 

"The period gowns add such a sense 
of authenticity to the whole thing," 
Harpst said. 



"If they are re-enactors, they usually 
have their own, but you can also rent 
gowns at Fantasy Costume." 

This costume store, located in nearby 
Falmouth, offers a wide array of gowns, 
and rents several costumes to ball 
attendees each year. 

"This year we rented out gowns and 
we even have a union general going," 
said Bonnie Seay, the owner of Fantasy 
Costumes. 

"The union costume is like a 
Confederate General's costume, but it has 
a dark blue jacket, light blue pants, and a 
gold sash." 

To complement the wide array of 
costumes, the ballroom was transformed 
from its everyday stately look into a 
colorful Victorian garden. 

"It's just like you're in a garden," said 
Harpst. "We have an archway with a 
bench that makes a great place for photos. 
Overall, the whole room is just so 
colorful." 

But after the guests had admired each 
other's costumes and strolled around the 
verdant ballroom, it was time to start 
dancing. After learning the dances in the 
morning, the guests returned in the 
evening to dance to piano and fiddle 
music. In keeping with traditional ball 
customs, the ladies carried dance cards 



around with them that 
listed all of the 
dances. Underneath 
the name of each 
dance, there was a 
spot for a gentleman 
to sign and that's how 
the dancing pairs are 
arranged through the 
night. 

Although the 
dance lessons were 
not required, guests 
who sign up to attend 
the ball were 
encouraged to participate in a two-hour 
session on the morning of the ball, hosted 
by Fredericksburg resident and dance 
mistress for the Victorian Ball, Eileen 
Goodman. 

When she isn't busy teaching private 
piano and trumpet lessons in her home, 
Goodman participates in Civil War re- 
enactments and was thrilled when the 
Mary Washington College Historic 
Preservation club approached her several 
years ago and asked her to teach the 
dances for the ball. 

"I love working with the students," 
Goodman said. "At the lessons, I teach 
11 dances. I teach ones like the 




The musicians at the Ball. 
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Schottische, Three Meet, and the 
Virginia Reel, which has always been a 
favorite." 

The Schottische is a dance similar to 
the Polka, while the Three Meet is a 
dance that requires two ladies and one 
gentleman. 

"I find that dances of three work well 
because the gentlemen seemed to be a 
minority here," added Goodman. 

For the past four years, Mary 
Washington College's Historic 
Preservation club has hosted this 
Victorian-era ball where guests don 
authentic gowns and suits and tap their 
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College Eating Habits Get an 'F 
Studies Show Students Are Unhealthy 
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Students at Seacobeck Dining Hall. 



By AMANDA McBUIRE 

Staff Writer 

The aroma of fried chicken mingles with the sound 
of a quesadilla sizzling on a pan inside Mary 
Washington College's Seacobeck Hall. With its 
appealing decor and three rooms with their own food 
selection, it's not hard to see why students flock to 
this dining hall for each meal to break bread with their 
friends and chat about the day. Yet, although 
conversation helps their friendships flourish and allows 
for some relaxation, the food on many of their plates 
is anything but beneficial to their lives. 

Recent studies conducted at Tufts University and 
Western Oregon University at Monmouth indicate that 
college students eat some of the most greasy, unhealthy 
meals available. In many cases, students get bored with 
campus food and go off -campus to find alternatives. 

"My eating habits are probably pretty poor here and 
they are definitely better at home," junior Lindsay 
Manning said. "Sometimes I eat before going to dinner 
with my friends at the dining hall because I know there 
won't be anything there that I want." 

Other students agreed with Manning that they do 
not get the satisfaction they want when they eat at 
Seacobeck. Chipotle. a popular fast-food burrito chain 
located only 1 0 minutes from campus and Papa John s 
pizza are two popular choices for off-campus meals. 

And why would anyone want to switch from eating 
a piping hot Papa John's pizza to celery sticks and 
carrots? The food guide pyramid, a legend in 
elementary school classrooms, recommends that a 
person eat a balanced diet each day: two to three dairy 



product servings: two to three meat, poultry, egg, and 
nut servings; two to three fruit servings; three to five 
vegetable servings; and six to 1 1 bread, rice, and pasta 
servings. Fats, oils, and sweets, a common choice 
among college students, rest at the tiny top of the 
pyramid, which recommends that people consume these 
tasty treats "sparingly." So, although that tempting pizza 
might contain a bit of dairy and bread, it certainly does 
not provide the nutrients the carrot stick and other 
vegetables and fruits provide. 

According to WebMD, an online resource for health 
information, a study at Western Oregon University 
focused on how many fruits, vegetables, grains, and 
dairy products students ate each day. In all four 
categories, the 105 students surveyed did not fulfill the 
recommended daily values established in the food 
pyramid. This indicates that students eat more fatty and 
sweet foods. 

In reality, students do not realize the extent of their 
unhealthy eating habits and many believe they are eating 
well and do not see a reason to change their eating 
patterns. Others realize that their eating habits could 
use some work, but they do not know what to do. Still, 
some college students recognize that they are not 
receiving enough nutrients and seek other methods. 

"I know I'm not getting enough in the food I eat 
here, so I take a multivitamin everyday," junior Dave 
Hunsberger said. 

Unfortunately, students who believe that taking a 
multivitamin supplement to make up for poor, irregular 
eating habits are sorely mistaken. Since the human body 

▼ see EATING , page 5 
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Assisting Job Seekers 




By LAUREN DeANBEUS 

Staff Writer 

When Patricia Smith's students graduate, she 
always hears from them again, in many cases for 
years to come. Smith, formerly assistant director 
of Career Service* at Millersville University in 
Penasylvania. remembers an accounting student 
uncertain of her career path. After Smith coached 
her through every step of the cmplo> ment process , 
the student graduated with a prestigious entry 
level accounting job, 

"She still writes me e-mails about her job 
progress and sends me photos of her son," Smith 
said of the student, who graduated scars «igo."l 
even attended her wedding. It's nice to be 
introduced as someone that helped you. Thai's a 
good feeling." 

That good feeling is one of the reasons why 
Smith, recently appointed assistant director of 
Career Services at Mary Washington College in 
January 2003, is so committed to her job. As a 
loving wife and dedicated mother of two sons. 
Smith admits that she has little time for much else 
other than family and work. 

"Between you guys and my guys, that's all I 
have." she said. 

Aside from joining the Career Services team 
at Mary Washingto 
College; Smith will also 
the primary career services 
provider at the James 
Monroe Center. 

Sally Braxton. Director 
of Adult Education at tl 
James Monroe Center, s 
that Smith has been 
extremely successful in 
short time that she has 
there. 

"She enjoys it, she 
interested and she's 
competent. That's a good 
combination." Braxton 
id 

Gary Johnson, director 
of Career Services, had a similar opinion of 
Smith's success 

"She has a very solid background and she can 
bring both that strong knowledge base and 
personal enthusiasm to the job?' 

Smith said that she was attracted to the College 
because it was a liberal arts school with a quaint 
and beautiful campus. She also appreciated the 
mission and vision of the institution. 

Smith's primary job at Mary Washington 
College is to provide career counseling to students 
through workshops and individual consultation. 
She said she aims to help students recognize their 
traits and skills so that they can match them to 
the needs of employers . 

"My commitment is (or students to use our 
services now and to actually plan their career 
paths now," Smith said. 

Smith stressed that students should utilize the 
resources that Career Services has to offer early 
in their College careers. 

"Students need to know how they cim benefit 
from this," Smith said. 

Gary Johnson , Director of Career Services, had 
similar advice for students. 

"Students come in as seniors and say .'"Gosh, 
1 didn't know that you had this here.' I encourage 
students to come in early and take advantage of 
what we offer," Johnson said. 

Among its many resources. Career Services 
offers resume critiques, videotaped mock 
interviews, major and career exploration, 
internship information meetings and graduate 
school information sessions. There is also an E- 
Recpjiting website through which students can 
view job and internship listings, sign up for on- 
campus interviews and publish their resumes on- 
line. 
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"My commitment 
is for students to 
use our services 
now and to 
actually plan 
their career 
paths now." 

Patricia Smith 



Photo Courtesy of College Relations 

Patricia Smith. 

Smith said that she appreciates Mary 
Washington College's full-blown use of 
technology, especially in contrast to the 
department at Millersville University, which was 
still in the process of making the technology 
transition. 

easier that we have the technology 
here because there is a 
reasonable time frame for 
students and employers to 
make contact through E- 
recruiting," Smith said. 

According to Johnson, in 
the last four years. Career 
Services has moved all of its 
rvices online and added more 
b fairs. In other 
provements. Johnson said 
at he hopes to implement a 
arecr Services film series 
next semester. It will consist of 
national video conferences via 
satellite. 

Smith said that though 
many students remain 
uninformed about Career Services, students 
utilize the resources at Mary Washington College 
much more than they did at Millersville 
University. 

"There is more visibility here," Smith 
said "Career Services have a table display by the 
Eagle's Nest, career advisors refer students, and 
students find out through word of mouth." Smith 
also said that students gravitate to the warmth of 
the Career Services office. 

"We're very service-oriented," Smith 
said." It's a very pleasant office — very 
professional . committed and knowledgeable. We 
really know what we're doing. We haven't seen 
any student upset." 

There arc five full-time staff members that 
work in Career Services. Students are welcome 
to FOaro around the resources library, which 
c ontains binders of internship and job listings. 

"It's a pleasure to help students without an 
appointment." Smith said. 

An appointment is required for one-on-one 
Counseling so that the career counselor is 
prepared based on the student's needs and 
preferences. 

Smith said that Career Services has been busy 
since she has joined the department. On average, 
she said that she helps four to five students each 
day, and plenty more come in to peruse the 
resource library. 

Smith is available for appointments at Mary 
Washington College on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, and works at the James Monroe Center 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Smith said that 
she hopes 10 see the already constant stream of 
traffic through Career Services increase even 
more. 
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successful team in school history. 
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shelter and to all those who 
signed the petition. 



to all the good 
Samaritans who helped 
dig out our cars. 



to having a four day 
weekend last week due to 
the blizzard. 
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absorbs most vitamins and minerals from food and 
cannot always get as much from a pill, students would 
benefit more from eating fruits and vegetables that 
provide these nutrients naturally. 

Additionally, the study conducted by Tufts 
University revealed the truth behind some college 
food myths, and also some alarming information 
about what college students eat. Interestingly, the 
commonly accepted idea that college freshmen gain 
their "freshman 15" actually breaks down to males 
gaining five and a half pounds and females gaining 
four and a half pounds during their first year of 
college. 

"I'm not surprised that people don't gain that 
much weight when they come to school." Manning 
said. "Even though the food I started eating here when 
I was a freshman wasn't very healthy, I didn't really 
like the food here, so I ate less and lost a lot of 
weight." 

Freshman Andrea Keefer said she does not mind 
eating school food but added, "I just wish there were 
more healthy choices. I eat a sub almost every single 
day." 

Another aspect of the Tuft's study indicated that 
the one-third of students who become vegetarians in 
college in order to become healthier caters have 
relatively the same amounts of saturated fat in their 
diets as students who still eat red meat. 

Hunsberger said that he decided to eliminate red 
meat and explained, "There is stuff in meat that I 



don't need, so I don't cat it." 

Dr. Christina Economos. the leader of this study, 
commented in the USA Today that many students 
have a false sense of dietary security. This includes 
those who eliminate red meat from their diets, who 
often neglect to substitute in green vegetables and 
soy products, which provide essential nutrients like 
calcium, fiber, and iron. Since these students tend to 
eat more cheese and baked goods, their levels of 
saturated fat are comparable to people who eat red 
meat. 

In addition to finding out the truth behind college 
food myths, the Tufts study indicated that 66 percent 
of the 1 ,800 students surveyed did not eat their 
recommended values of fruits and vegetables per day. 

"I don't eat any fruits or vegetables." Manning 
said. "But I do know that I get plenty of grains and 
some protein." 

On a given day at Seacobeck Hall, students can 
choose from a dozen fruits and a dozen vegetables 
to incorporate into their meal. So. if only three 
vegetables and three fruits appeal to the student on 
any given day, that would make a difference. 

"I'm probably not your typical college student, 
but I force myself to stay healthy and I work out all 
the time." Kecfer said. 

Although dialing up the local pizza shop sounds 
good, if students make an effort to maintain a well- 
balanced diet and exercise regularly, their bodies will 
thank them in the future. 
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in the stars 



Aries - Good day to do crossword 
puzzles in the park. Life is short enough, 
without letting it get you all stressed out 
like that. 

Taurus - You will have a hunch today. 
Perhaps you should try a firmer mattress? 

Gemini - In an attempt to simplify your 
life, you will discard all of your footwear. 
Later you will regret this, but will be too 
proud to admit it. 

Cancer - Good day to learn to do more 
with your toes. Start off by tying knots 
with them. 

Leo - You will spend another day 
surrounded by idiots. 

Virgo - Today you will be mooned by a 
cat. Fortunately you won't notice. 

Libra - Today is tiddly wink day. Make 
it count. 

Scorpio - Good day to buy a stereo 
microscope and examine that stuff under 
your toenail. 

Sagittarius - Between now and the vernal 
equinox, trust anyone with freckles. After 
that, trust no one. 

Capricorn - A hive of naked mole rats 
will move in with you. You will find that 
they are relatively tidy creatures, but that 
it's difficult to explain their presence to 
your friends. 

Aquarius - Today is not a good day to be 
yourself. Be someone else until further 
notice. 

Pisces - You will start a company to sell 
fresh-roasted peanut butter door-to-door. 
Your sales people may find the peanut 
costumes a bit uncomfortable at first, 
however. 



Students Go Back In Time 
Historic Preservation Club Hosts Ball 




Staff Writer 

On Saturday. Feb. 15, Lee Hall 
Ballroom lived up to its name when 
about 50 Mary Washington College 
students and local community members 
waltzed the night away during the 
Victorian Ball, hosted by Mary 
Washington College's Historic 
Preservation club. 

Arriving in ruffled gowns with 
ornate bodices and tuxedo-like suits 
reminiscent of the Victorian era, the 
guests prepared to enjoy an evening of 
dancing, games, and socializing. 
Although authentic gowns and suits 
were not required and attendees were 
welcome to wear any type of formal 
wear, many guests opted to wear period 
costumes. The Victorian era lasted from 
about I860 to I 900 and this year's 
dance was set in 1 860. when hoop skins 
were all the rage. 

Kristi Harpst. the chairperson lor the 
ball whose mom helped her make her 
own taffeta gown, complete with a 
corset and hoop skirl said. 

"The period gow ns add such a sense 
of authenticity to the whole thing." 
Harpst said. 



"If they are re-enactors, they usually 
have their own, hut you can also rent 
gowns at Fantasy Costume." 

This costume store, located in nearby 
Falmouth, offers a wide array of gowns, 
and rents several costumes to ball 
attendees each year. 

"This year we rented out gowns and 
we even have a union general going," 
said Bonnie Seay, the owner of Fantasy 
Costumes. 

"The union costume is like a 
Confederate General's costume, but it has 
a dark blue jacket. light blue pants, and a 
gold sash." 

To complement the wide array of 
costumes, the ballroom was transformed 
from its everyday stately look into a 
colorful Victorian garden. 

"It's just like you're in a garden," said 
Harpst. "We have an archway with a 
bench that makes a great place for photos. 
Overall, the whole room is just so 
colorful." 

But after the guests had admired each 
other's costumes and strolled around the 
verdant ballroom, it was time to start 
dancing. Alter learning the dances in the 
morning, the guests returned in the 
evening to dance to piano and fiddle 
music. In keeping with traditional ball 
customs, the ladies carried dance cards 



around with them that 
listed all of the 
dances. Underneath 
the name of each 
dance, there was a 
spot for a gentleman 
to sign and that's how 
the dancing pairs are 
arranged through the 
night. 

Although the 
dance lessons were 
not required, guests 
who sign up to attend 
the ball were 
encouraged to participate in a two-hour 
session on the morning of the ball, hosted 
by Fredericksburg resident and dance 
mistress for the Victorian Ball, Eileen 
Goodman. 

When she isn't busy teaching private 
piano and trumpet lessons in her home. 
Goodman participates in Civil War re- 
enactments and was thrilled when the 
Mary Washington College Historic- 
Preservation club approached her several 
years ago and asked her to teach the 
dances for the ball. 

"I love working with the students." 
Goodman said. "At the lessons, I teach 
11 dances. I teach ones like the 




The musicians at the Ball. 
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Schottische, Three Meet, and the 
Virginia Reel, which has always been a 
favorite." 

The Schottische is a dance similar to 
the Polka, while the Three Meet is a 
dance that requires two ladies and one 
gentleman. 

"I find that dances of three work well 
because the gentlemen seemed to be a 
minority here," added Goodman. 

For the past four years, Mary 
Washington College's Historic 
Preservation club has hosted this 
Victorian-era ball where guests don 
authentic gowns and suits and tap their 

▼ see BAIL, page 5 



College Eating Habits Get an <F 
Studies Show Students Are Unhealthy 




Students at Seacobeck Dining Hall. 



By AMANDA McGUIRE 

Staff Writer 

The aroma of fried chicken mingles with the sound 
of a quesadilla sizzling on a pan inside Mary 
Washington College's Seacobeck Hall. With its 
appealing decor and three rooms w ith their own food 
selection, it's not hard to see why students flock to 
this dining hall for each meal to break bread w ith their 
friends and chat about the day. Yet, although 
conversation helps their friendships flourish and allows 
for some relaxation, the food on many of their plates 
is anything but beneficial to their lives. 

Recent studies conducted at Tufts University and 
Western Oregon University at Monmouth indicate that 
college students eat some of the most greasy, unhealthy 
meals available. In many cases.. students get bored with 
campus food and go off-campus to find alternatives. 

"My eating habits are probably pretty poor here and 
they are definitely better at home." junior Lindsay 
Manning said. "Sometimes I cat before going to dinner 
with my friends at the dining hall because I know there 
won't be anything there that I want." 

Other students agreed with Manning that they do 
not get the satisfaction they want when they cat at 
Seacobeck. Chipotle. a popular fast-food burrito chain 
located only 10 minutes from campus and Papa John 's 
pizza are two popular choices for off-campus meals. 

And why would anyone want to switch from eating 
a piping hot Papa John's pizza to celery sticks and 
carrots? The food guide pyramid, a legend in 
elementary school classrooms, recommends that a 
person eat a balanced diet each day: two to three dairy 



product servings; two to three meat, poultry, egg. and 
nut servings; two to three fruit servings; three to five 
vegetable servings; and six to 1 1 bread, rice, and pasta 
servings. Fats. oils, and sweets, a common choice 
among college students, rest at the tiny top of the 
pyramid, which recommends that people consume these 
tasty treats "sparingly." So. although that tempting pizza 
might contain a bit of dairy and bread, it certainly does 
not provide the nutrients the carrot stick and other 
vegetables and fruits provide. 

According to WebMD. an online resource for health 
information, a study at Western Oregon University 
focused on how many fruits, vegetables, grains, and 
dairy products students ate each day. In all four 
categories, the 105 students surveyed did not fulfill the 
recommended daily values established in the food 
pyramid. This indicates that students eat more fatty and 
sweet foods. 

In reality, students do not realize the extent of their 
unhealthy eating habits and many believe they are eating 
well and do not sec a reason to change their eating 
patterns. Others realize that their eating habits could 
use some work, but they do not know what to do. Still, 
some college sludents recognize that they are not 
receiving enough nutrients and seek other methods. 

"I know I'm not getting enough in the food I eat 
here, so I take a multivitamin everyday," junior Dave 
Hunsbcrger said. 

Unfortunately, students who believe that taking a 
multivitamin supplement to make up for poor, irregular 
eating habits arc sorely mistaken. Since the human body 



see 
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By LAUREN OeANGELIS 

Staff Writer 

When Patricia Smith's students graduate, she 
always hears from them again, in many cases for 
years to come, Smith, formerly assistant director 
of Career Services at Miilcrsvillc University in 
Pennsylvania, remembers an accounting .student 
uncertain of her career path. Alter Smith coached 
her through every step of the employment process, 
the student graduated with a prestigious entry- 
level accounting job. 

"She still writes me e-mails ahout her joh 
progress and sends me photos of her son." Smith 
said of the student, who graduated years ago."l 
even attended her wedding. It's nice to be 
introduced as someone that helped you. Thai's a 
good feeling." 

That good feeling is one of the reasons why 
Smith, recently appointed assistant director of 
Career Services at Mary Washington College in 
January 2003, is so committed to her job. As a 
loving wife and dedicated mother of two sons. 
Smith admits that she has little time for much else 
other than family and work. 

"Between you guys and my guys, that's all I 
have," she said. 

Aside from joining the Career Services (cam 
at Mary Washington 
College, Smith will also be 
the primary career services 
provider at the James 
Monroe Center. 

Sally Braxton. Director 
of Adult Education at the 
James Monroe Center, said 
that Smith has been 
extremely successful in the 
short time that she has been 
there. 

"She enjoys it. she's 
interested and she's 
competent. That's a good 
combination." Braxton 
said. 

Gary Johnson, director 
of Career Services, had a similar opinion of 
Smith's success. 

"She has a very solid background and she can 
bring both that strong knowledge base and 
personal enthusiasm to the job.'' 

Smith said that she was attracted to the College 
because it was a liberal arts sc hool with a quaint 
and beautiful campus. She also appreciated the 
mission and vision of the institution. 

Smith's primary job at Mary Washington 
College is to provide career counseling to students 
through workshops and individual consultation. 
She said she aims to help students recognize their 
traits and skills so that they can match them to 
the needs of employers . 

"My commitment is tor students to use our 
services now and to actually plan their career 
paths now," Smith said. 

Smith stressed that students should utilize the 
resources that Career Services has to offer early 
in their College careers. 

"Students need to know how they can benefit 
from this," Smith said. 

Gitry Johnson , Director of Career Services, had 
similar advice for students. 

"Students come in as seniors and say ."'Cosh. 
1 didn't know that you had this here.' I encourage 
students to come in early and take advantage of 
what we offer," Johnson said. 

Among its many resources. Career Services 
offers resume critiques, videotaped mock 
interviews, major and career exploration, 
internship information meetings and graduate 
hool information sessions. There is also an E- 
ecruiting website through which students can 
iew job and internship listings, sign up for on- 
campus interviews and publish their resumes on- 
line. 
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"My commitment 
is for students to 
use our services 
now and to 
actually plan 
their career 
paths now." 

Patricia Smith 



Patricia Smit 



Smith said that she appreciates Mary 
Washington College's full-blown use of 
technology, especially in contrast to the 
department at Millersville University, which was 
still in the process of making the technology 
transition. 

that we have the technolog 
ere because there is 
reasonable lime frame for 
students and employers to 
make contact through E- 
reeruiting," Smith said. 

According to Johnson, in 
the last four years, Career 
Services has moved all of its 
gen ices online and added more 
job fairs. In other 
improvements. Johnson said 
that he hopes to implement a 
Career Services film series 
next semester. It will consist of 
national video conferences via 
satellite. 

Smith said that though 
many students remain 
uninformed about Career Services, students 
utilize the resources at Mary Washington College 
much more than they did at Millersville 
University. 

"There is more visibility here," Smith 
said "Career Services have a table display by the 
Eagle's Nest, career advisors refer students, and 
students find out through word of mouth ." Smith 
also said that students gravitate to the warmth of 
the Career Serv ices office . 

"We're very service-oriented," Smith 
said.'Tt's a very pleasant office — very 
prof essional. committed and knowledgeable. We 
really know what we're doing. We haven't seen 
any student upset." 

There are five full-time staff members that 
work in Career Services. Students arc welcome 
to roam around the resources library, which 
contains hinders of internship and job listings. 

'It's a pleasure to help students without an 
appointment." Smith said. 

An appointment is required for one-on-one 
counseling so that the career counselor is 
prepared based on the student's needs and 
preferences. 

Smith said that Career Services has been busy 
since she has joined the department. On average, 
she said that she helps four to five students each 
day, and plenty more come in to peruse the 
resource library. 

Smith is available for appointments at Mary 
Washington College on Mondays , Tuesdays and 
Fridays, and works at the James Monroe Center 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Smith said that 
she hopes to see the already constant stream of 
traffic through Career Services increase even 
more. 




A Special Wintery nose of 
Thumbs Up 



to the men's swimming team being the most 
successful team in school history. 



to saving the homeless 
shelter and to all those who 
signed the petition. 



to all the good 
Samaritans who helped 
dig out our cars. 



to having a four day 
weekend last week due to 
the blizzard. 





Seacobeck Dining Hall's Rose Room. 
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absorbs most vitamins and minerals from food and 
cannot always get as much from a pill . students would 
benefit more from eating fruits and vegetables that 
provide these nutrients naturally. 

Additionally, the study conducted by Tufts 
University revealed the truth behind sonic college 
food myths, and also some alarming information 
about what college students cat. Interestingly, the 
commonly accepted idea that college freshmen gain 
their "freshman 15" actually breaks dow n to males 
gaining five and a half pounds and females gaining 
four and a half pounds during their first year of 
college. 

"I'm not surprised that people don't gain that 
much weight when they come to school." Manning 
said. "Even though the food I started eating here w hen 
I was a freshman wasn't very healthy, I didn't really 
like the food here, so I ate less and lost a lot of 
weight." 

Freshman Andrea Keefer said she does not mind 
eating school food but added. "I just wish there were 
more healthy choices. I eat a sub almost every single 
day." 

Another aspect of the Tuft's study indicated that 
the one-third of students who become vegetarians in 
college in order to become healthier eaters have 
relatively the same amounts of saturated fat in their 
diets as students who still eat red meat. 

Hunsbergcr said that he decided to eliminate red 
meat and explained. "There is stuff in meat that I 



don't need, so I don't eat it." 

Dr. Christina Economos, the leader of this study, 
commented in the USA Today that mans students 
have a false sense of dietary security. This includes 
those w ho eliminate red meal from their diets, who 
often neglect to substitute in green vegetables and 
soy products, w hich provide essential nutrients like 
calcium, liber, and iron. Since these students tend lo 
eat more cheese and baked goods, their levels of 
saturated tat are comparable to people who cat red 
meat. 

In addition lo finding out the truth behind college 
food myths, the Tufts study indicated that 66 percent 
of the 1.800 students surveyed did not eat their 
recommended values of fruits and vegetables per day. 

"I don't eat any fruits or vegetables." Maiming 
said. "But I do know that I get plenty of grains and 
some protein." 

On a given day at Seacobeck Hall, students can 
choose from a dozen fruits and a dozen vegetables 
to incorporate into their meal. So. it only three 
vegetables and three fruits appeal to the student on 
any given day, that would make a difference. 

"I'm probably not your typical college student, 
but I force myself to stay healthy and I work out all 
the time." Keefer said. 

Although dialing up the local pizza shop sounds 
good, if students make an effort to maintain a well- 
balanced diet and exercise regularly, their bodies will 
thank them in the future. 



Premium Night 

February 27th, 2003 





~ Steak Apoivre- 

With Wild Mushroom Sauce, Fresh 
Vegetables and Linguini Noodles 



Vegetarian Option 

Spinach Pasta Primavera 



MWC Bistro 
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Meal Plan Plus $2.50 in Flex 
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Professor on Leave Due to Vein Inflammation 



By DARIELLE SMOLIAN 

Staff Writer 

If you were to walk into the small hallway on 
the second floor of Melchers Hall last semester, 
past room 214, you might have noticed it was 
unusually vacant. That's because Distinguished 
Professor of Art Joseph DiBella, was on medical 
leave last fall. 

But there's good news. DiBella will be back 
teaching art and advising students next year. 

"I'm looking forward to getting back to 
[teaching] in the fall," he said with confidence. 

This past summer, just a few days before 
DiBella was supposed to leave for teaching the 
Studio Art course at Urbino in Italy, he endured 
kidney failure and was later diagnosed with 
Wegener's Granulomatosis. Wegener's affects 
approximately one in 30,(XK) people, according 
to DiBella. There is also a 90 percent mortality 
rate if it is not diagnosed. 

DiBella first went to see his doctor after about 
a year of feeling fatigued, experiencing joint 
aches and suffering from problems with his 
vision. These are all symptoms of Wegener's, 
which is an inflammation of the veins. The 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Disease's website says that this inflammation 
damages important organs of the body by limiting 



blood flow to those organs and destroying normal 

tissue." 

Furthermore, according to the NIAID, the 
disease can involve any organ system, although 
it mainly affects the respiratory tract and the 
kidneys. Wegener's could affect people at any age 
and there is no known cause for it. 

After blood work was done in Richmond, 
DiBella was confirmed to have Wegener's. He 
then underwent chemotherapy and is currently 
taking medicine to prevent any relapses, since 
there is no cure for this disease. His condition 
has to be monitored for the rest of his life, since 
flare-ups are common. 

Although DiBella was originally planning on 
taking the 2002-2003 academic year off to pursue 
his art projects, the unexpected change in leave 
status from 'sabbatical' to 'medical leave' was 
sudden. DiBella credits colleague and Associate 
Professor of Art, Marjorie Och, as being 
"instrumental on getting |my] medical leave 
approved," he said. 

Senior Matt Lemieux took several art classes 
at Mary Washington College with DiBella and 
joined the Urbino Italy program specifically to 
learn from him. Lemieux was stunned to hear 
the news, but he is hopeful about the future. 

"If I come back to finish my art degree, I'd 
love to have him as a teacher again," he said. 



In addition to teaching art, DiBella was also 
an adviser to several students, such as senior 
Studio Art major, Amanda Tillman, who was 
affected by DiBella's absence. 

"I missed having him as my advisor," she 
said. "[He was] a friendly face to see around, 
always asking about people's work," Tillman 
added. 

DiBella's medical leave is over, however, and 
he is currently continuing on the remainder of 
his sabbatical. He is taking this time to regain 
strength and work on personal art projects, 
although he misses the interaction he typically 
has with his students and misses seeing their 
progress. He plans to teach art courses in Italy 
again this summer. 

DiBella is in his office occasionally, but you 
would most likely find him in an art studio 
where he goes on a daily basis to work on a 
series of paintings for his upcoming exhibit in 
New York. The medical leave was additionally 
upsetting for DiBella because he had planned 
to take the year off to prepare for this show. It 
was very difficult to do any work while sick. 

Tillman knew that DiBella was looking 
forward to pursuing his own projects when he 
left. 

"I'm more sad that he couldn't work on his 
own work," she said. 




Photo Courtesy of www.mwc.edu 

Professor Joseph DiBella. 

DiBella still feels tired frequently, but is not 
suffering from any pains. Overall, he said he feels 
better. He is thankful to the students who sent 
him e-mails and cards, as well as to his colleagues 
who have covered his advising, updated him on 
everything in the department, and who have been 
generally very encouraging. 

"I'm very grateful I'm doing much better and 
the for the support I've had from my colleagues 
and students," DiBella said with a small grin. 



Students Preserve Past Through Dance 
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club, this is one of the Historic Preservation Club's yearly fund- 
raisers. Yet it is also an event that helps to unite community 
members and Mary Washington College students alike who enjoy 
Civil War re-enactments and who want to have a little fun with an 
historically authentic flair. 

This year, the ball had the most attendants it has ever had. 

"It's been around for a few years and it's publicized, so people 
are really starting to take notice." Harpst said. 

Sophomore Phil Hooper certainly took notice of this gala event 
last year when he first attended it as a freshman. He was asked to 
serve as this year's Master of Ceremonies. 

"The reason this is so cool is that it is definitely one of the 
most unique experiences you can have at MWC," he said. 



Since dancing all night can certainly be exhausting, a round 
of "parlor games," led by Hooper, helped give the dancers some 
time to catch their breaths. 

"They're very tame games, kind of like ice-breakers or 
something you would play in grade school," said Hooper. 

In typical 1 9th century fashion, the guests participate in games 
like Blind Man's Bluff and several word games, all of which 
allow them to socialize and get acquainted with one another. 
After this, the guests go back to dancing until the final event of 
the night, a toast to an evening of waltzes, swishing gowns, and 
socializing. 

"I have been to lots of balls," said Goodman. "They've been 
held in fields, bams, and firehouses, but none of them as authentic 
as this one that the students hold. It's truly a step back in time." 
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Classifieds 



Band Documentary 

If you are a fan of The Dismemberment Plan please contact 
Kerry at X3517 or through this email address at 
khundolp@mwc.edu 

House For Rent 

Approx. 2 mi. from MWC, 2 BRS. Avail May 1, 2003. Rent 
$300 + util. N/Smoking females pref. Call Katie or Kelli at 
891-7987. 

Spring Break 

Retreatmyrtlebeach.com. Spring Break/Grad Week. 1-800- 
645-3618. We have want you're looking for! As low as $85 
per person! 

Travel with STS, America's #1 Student Tour Operator. 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, and the Bahamas! Last minute 
specials! Save up to sioo per person! Information/ 
Reservations 1-800-648-4849/www.ststravel.com 

Sports Teams 

Earn £1,000-^2,000 this semester with a proven 
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising event. Our programs 
make fundraising easy with no risks. Fundraising dates are 
filling quickly, so get with the program ! It works. Contact 
CampusFundraise at (888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com 

Summer Counselors/Leaders 

Make a difference this summer while having the time of 
your life. Counselors and activity leaders needed to work at 
summer camps for children and adults with disabilities. 
Camps located near Richmond and Roanoke, Virginia. 
Camp season: early June-mid August. Visit our website at 
www.va.easter-seals.org/Richmond or call (804) 633-9855- 

Contact: Lindsey Riley, Managing Editor 
Phone: 540-654-1153; Fax: 540-654-1072; 
Email: Irile2in(a)mwc.edu 



DO YOU HAVE ASTHMA? 

If so and you are: 

- 18 years old or older 

- a non smoker or ex-smoker 

- currently using non-steroid inhalers 

- in general good health 

You may be edible to par ticipaie in a Resear ch Study of an 
Investigational Medication. 

Qualified participants will receive study-related medication and 
all study related procedures are no cost 

For more information coJL (888) 301 -671 7. 



Study conducted by: 
Dr. Jeffrey Rehm. 



Pulmonary Associates of 
Fredericksburg 

1101 Sam Perry Blvs , Suite 411 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 
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Sports 



Fast Fact: 

A female ferret will die if it goes 
into heat and cannot find a mate. 



the latest athletic news and information 



First Round: Success 

Men's Basketball Defeats St. Mary's, 82-69 




Men's Basketball 

Feb. 25: vs. Goucher College 

Women's Basketball 

Feb. 27: at Marymount Univ. 

Track a Field 

March 1 : at Virginia Tech Invite 



March 2: vs. Virginia Wesleyan 



March 1: vs. Randolph Macon 

Men s Lacrosse 

March 1 : vs. Cabrini College 

Women's Lacrosse 

March 1 : at Sweet Briar College 



scores 



Men's Basketball 

Feb. 25: St. Mary's College 
W 82-69 



Women's Basketball 

Feb. 25: York College 
W 64-56 



Men's Lacrosse 

Feb. 22: Virginia Wesleyan 
L 12-5 



athlete of 




Dan Dupras 



Senior led the 
team with 24 
points and 10 
rebounds in the 
victory over St. 
Mary's. 



By CORYTEMPLEMAN 

Assistant Sports Editor 

If you happened to catch the Mary 
Washington College men's basketball 
team during warm-up's before Tuesday 
night's contest with St. Mary's College 
of Maryland, you would have seen that 
they made just about every three-pointer 
they shot. 

It was a sign of things to come. 

The Eagles made eight of 12 three- 
pointers in the second half, including four 
in the span of three minutes, propelling 
them to an 82-69 win over St. Mary's in 
first round action of the Capital Athletic 
Conference tournament. 

"We were really knocking down shots 
there in the second half and it's difficult 
to beat us when we start making three's 
because we have so many good shooters 
on the floor at once," head coach Rod 
Wood said. 

With 18:11 remaining in the second 
half, senior forward Dan Dupras nailed a 
three from the wing giving Mary 
Washington a 49-33 advantage. 

Three minutes later, the Eagles hit 
three three-pointers in a row, including 
back-to-back long-range bombs from 
senior guard Brett Lively. 

"We couldn't miss it seemed like 
during that stretch in the second half," 
said Dupras, who scored a season high 
24 points . "We just got in a good flow on 
transition and we were executing our 
plays and we just hit the shots. 1 thought 
we were gonna break some sort of record 
if we kept it up." 

The shooting display in the second 
half was a stark contrast to the first half 
where the Eagles shot only 27 percent 
from behind the arc. 

"It was really a matter of hitting shots. 
We were executing the plays and the shots 
weren't falling for us in the first half. In 
the second half we just hit the open 
looks." Wood said. 



Dupras, who was three of 
eight from the land of three, also 
played well in the paint despite 
being matched up against 6' 10" 
St. Mary's center Jonathan 
Neely. 

The 6'6" Dupras used his 
quickness and shooting range to 
exploit Neely's height and 
connect on many wide-open 
looks from outside. 

"! knew that I was quicker 
than him and I could extend my 
game a little bit because of that. 
Plus I'd seen him two other 
times this year and knew that 
was a vulnerable spot for him," 
Dupras said. "I just let it all out 




Hockey Club Breaks The Ice 



By LESLEY JOHNSON 

Staff Writer 

■ 

Six seconds into the hockey game, 
Jason Scarbcrry of the University of 
Richmond scored on Maty Washington 
College's goalie freshman Dave Dalton. 

"You couldn't print what was going 
on in my head at that time." Dalton said. 

On Feb. 14. MWC's ice hockey club 
played in their fourth game and came out 
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aHockey club goalie Dave Dalton. 



on the losing end, 14-0. 

"We came out flat," wing player Joe 
Montague said. "No one showed up to 
play. It is a new team every game which 
is really bad. We never know where each 
other are on the ice." 

With 7:13 left in the second half, 
interference was called on Scott Celander 
of University of Richmond, allowing 
M WC to take advantage of a power play. 

Unfortunately, University of 
Richmond's aggressive defense was on 
call making it 
difficult for MWC to 
get within reach of 
the goal. 

"We need to 
emphasize 
teamwork, 
communication, and 
defense; only stuff 
that will come with 
time," Dalton said. 
"Give us a season or 
two and we'll be 
good." 

The ice hockey 
club has played a 
total of four games all 
ending in losses since 
they began practicing 
in November 2002. 

"There was never 
a problem setting up 
the club, but the 
problem that I have 
always had is getting 
people to commit to 
the club and show up 
for practice and work 
hard," said 
sophomore Mike 
Housman, president 



of the Ice Hockey Club. 

Housman set up the ice hockey club 
this year and successfully received 
funding from the school which has so far 
completely covered the costs of practices, 
games and jerseys. 

The Fredericksburg Ice Park provides 
ice time for the team every Wednesday 
night from 10:45 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

The ice time costs $225 per hour. This 
year the members of the club do not have 
to pay dues but next year the club dues 
willbeupto$6(H). 

The dues will 
go to cover 
membership to the 
American 
Collegiate Hockey 
Association . 
which is $700 
dollars, the local 
league, a $1200 
fee, and ice time. 

Right now the 
club is a member 
of neither 
organization, but 
is just setting up 
games with other 
schools when they 
have the time. 

So far they 
have played two games against 
University of Richmond and two games 
against Appalachian State University. 

The club has not set up anymore 
games as of yet due to the fact that all 
the other teams that are in the leagues 
are in play-offs right now. 

"When we set up the next game, we 
hope that by getting the word out, the fans 
will pack every game like they did on 
Feb. 14," Housman said. "We also have 



a contest at half time to try to get the fans 
involved as well; kind of like you see at 
pro hockey games." 

At half time, three fans volunteer to 
make their way down to center ice. Each 
fan is given the opportunity to shoot the 
puck from center ice towards an open 
goal. 

Fortunately, for the fans of the 
February 14, 2003 game, even though 
they did not make the goal, they were 
each given a free 21 oz. Fountain drink 
or 16 oz. 

mmmm u r p e e 

courtesy of 7- 
II. 

"We would 
like to thank the 
fans for coming 
out and 
supporting 
us,"sophomore 
Steven Parker 
said. "We have 
a long way to go 
and it's going to 
take work to get 
use to playing at 
the college 
level, but we 
really 
appreciate 

everyone's support." 

"We are still finding more and more 
people at the school that play. We would 
like people who have played ice hockey 
before to come out and play," Houseman 
said. It is full contact, so if you are not 
that good of a skater, you can !>et hurt." 

The club welcomes those 
interested in playing to contact 



"We have a long way 
to 90 and it's going to 
take work to get use 
to playing at the 
college level, but we 
really appreciate 
everyone's support." 
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Women's Basketball Captures 
Win Over York In CAC Tournament 



aPhoto Courtesy of (Catherine Keller 

Members of the dance team pose during basketball season. 

Dancers Anonymous 



By LIZ KELLER 

Assistant Sports Editor 

"And now, for your halftime entertainment , please 
welcome the MWC Dance team!" Sports Information 
Director Clint Often says into the microphone in front 
of a packed Goolrick Gymnasium. 

"Dance team? We have a dance team?" someone 
in the crowd says. 

"Yeah, who are they?" someone else says. 

What many people als,o don't realize is that for at 
least six hours a week the team practices a routine 
that will take them two. sometimes three minutes to 
perform. 

The group consists of about 15-20 members and 
is entirely self-run. led by three captains, seniors 
Kristin Farrell and Katherine Keller and junior 
Amanda Shively. The captains are elected by team 
members and individuals must try out for the team 
each semester even if they have been selected as a 
member in the past. 

Farrell, who has been on the team for four years, 
has been a captain for the past three. 

"I like that we are student run and there's not a 
coach," she said. "We do our own choreography, so 
it's our team and we get to focus on what we care 
about." 

The team mostly dances during halftime at home 
basketball games, but has also danced at the 
homecoming soccer game. The group works to 
choreograph five original routines to perform each 
year. 

"Basketball season is crunch time for us and 
we've been adding an extra day of practice when we 
need it this year." Keller said. "Some dances arc 
choreographed by the three of us [captains], but most 
of the time it is a collaborative group effort." 

Ideas for their dance routines come from many 
different places, ranging from music videos to 
national dance team competitions. 

"We have members who have been cheerleaders, 
gymnasts, some have had studio experience, and 
others were on their high school dance teams," Keller 



said . a member of the team for four years . "The variety 
we have creates very diverse styles for us to choose 
from" 

The many different influences have allowed the 
team to perform an assortment of dances. Recent 
dances have included kick lines, poms, dances using 
Spanish-themed music and with hip-hop music. 

However, for many members, the best part about 
being on the team is being a part of a student-run club. 

"Even though we don't have a coach, we're still 
really organized," sophomore Erica Frisbie said. "It's 
a testament to how much we all really want to be here 
and we keep raising the level of technique on our 
team." 

Senior Becci King, a member for four years, 
agreed. 

"I really like the fact that we're self-funded because 
it means we have a dedicated team." she said. 

Since the team is not a member of the Inter-Club 
Association, they receive no financial support from 
the school like other clubs. Instead, the team raises 
all of its own money to pay for uniforms, jackets, and 
music equipment. 

Members pay dues once a year, but other 
fundraising efforts have included running balls for the 
men's soccer team, participating in the Homecoming 
Parade, in which they have won $50 the past two 
years, and getting parent donations. 

The team may work hard preparing routines and 
raising money, but they play hard as well. 

"As a team we've gone clubbing, had sleepovers, 
played laser tag and have made trips to Carl's." Farrell 
said. "We make a point to get together outside of 
practice." 

Junior Erin Fish also likes that the team always 
has fun, whether it is during practice or outside of 
practice. 

"1 love being part of a great group of girls," she 
said. "We joke around, but we also get a lot of work 
done." 

Once basketball season ends, the group usually 
stops having regular practices, but in the spring they 
hope to compete at Kings Dominion. 



Rants on Refs 



the inconsistency of the officiating reared its ugly 
head that night. If the tempo of the game is rough 
and physical, then the game should be called as 
I'll give you one guess as to what made such and the players should be allowed a little 



COMMENTARY By CORY TEMPLEMAN 

Assistant Sports Editor 



Mary Washington College men's basketball 
head coach Rod Wood fall lifelessly on his 
back as if he was just shot at the end of the 
Catholic game. 

Well. I'm not a betting man, but I would 
wager any sports knowledge that I have that it 
was probably the shiesty officiating. 

That's right, the same officiating crew that 
bung its heads as 
MWC students 
booed them off the 
court. They hung 
their heads because 
they probably knew 
they did not call a 
good game. 

No, make that a 
consistent game. 

I am the last 
person to blame 
officiating on the 
outcome of a game. 
After all, winning 
and losing is in the 

player's hands. But, as I watched players frpin 
both sides battle for rebounds in the paint that 
night, it looked like a cage match one would 
see in the Royal Rumble instead of a basketball 
game. Bodies falling, arms flailing, you name 
it. The only thing that was missing were some 
folding chairs and a cameo from WWE 
chairman Vince McMahon. However, the refs 
weren't calling the fouls underneath. 

Ok, that's fine, if it's going to be a physical 
game then the refs should let them play like 
that the whole game. But when MWC point 
guard Evan Fowler gets called for little contact 
on the wrist the next possession, that's when 



contact when playing defense. 

But when nit-picky hand checks are called 
fouls and flying elbows underneath aren't, well 
that's just unfair. 

On one possession, Catholic forward Matt 
Hilleary grabbed a rebound only because he gave 
a forearm shiver to a nearby MWC forward. Then 
as Catholic brought the ball up the court. Fowler 
gets whistled for a 
hand check when all 
he was doing was 
playing tight defense. 
I'm pretty sure a fly 
would not have felt 
that little slap on the 
wrist, but 
nevertheless, it was 
called a foul. 

I'm not biased 
because I am a MWC 
student. I'm being 
critical because 1 am 
a basketball fan and 
what happened that 
night should not happen at the college level. The 
officials took the game out of the player's hands, 
plain and simple. 

When MWC forward Dan Dupras tried to 
have a civil conversation with one of the officials 
about what he thought was a questionable call, 
the rcf refused to listen and walked away from 
Dupras. 

Perhaps an admission of guilt on the official's 
part? I don't know and I'm not the type of fan to 
defame officials because they do have a very hard 
job, but keep the game consistent and keep it fair 
for both sides. Players dictate the outcome of the 
game, not the officials. Let's keep it that way. 



Tm not biased 
because I am a MWC 
student. The officials 
took the game out of the 
player's hands, plain 
and simple:' 



ByMARKTUBEN 

Staff Writer 

During a stretch of three games in four days, the 
Mary Washington College women's basketball team 
was not able to earn a victory until the third game. 
Their timing could not have been any better. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 25, the sixth seeded Mary 
Washington College women's basketball team started 
the Colonial Athletic Conference tournament in a big 
way by traveling to York, Pa. where they upset the 
third seeded York College Spartans, 64-56. 

"We had lost to them twice this season," senior 
Caitlin Wilkinson said. "We knew that if were gonna 
win we'd have to pull together as a team and work 
our butts off." 

The Eagles did not back down from the challenge, 
and for their effort they were able to avenge those 
two losses by pulling the plug on the Spartans season. 

Wilkinson led the Eagles with 17 points, while 
juniors Katie Anderson and Adrienne Barnes along 
with sophomore Laura Hanks added 10 each. 

The Spartans played like the favorites early on, 
jumping to a 7-2 lead, but the MWC women quickly 
responded and led often in a see-saw first half that 
featured five ties and ended with a three from York's 
Michelle Reynolds, which gave the home team a 33- 
30 halftime advantage. 

Head coach Becky Timmins switched up her line- 
up to start the second half, and the move paid off. 
The Eagles had been competitive in the first half, but 
in the second frame they were dominant. 



After the Spartans opened the scoring, the Eagles 
went on an eight point run to give themselves a lead 
they would never relinquish. 

During the second half the Eagles shot well, hitting 
45 percent from the field. That number was made 
even more significant when strong defense held the 
Spartans to a poor 27 percent second half shooting 
performance. 

"The entire season we have been trying to play a 
full 40 minutes, but up until |Tuesday| night, 1 don't 
think we did," Timmins said, who was pleased with 
her team's improvement. "This team has come a long 
way over the last five months. We've matured a lot. 
We're peaking at the right time, and we're playing 
well together at the right time." 

The success on Tuesday represented a complete 
about-face for the team, which had finished the 
regular season with consecutive losses to Salisbury 
University and St. Mary's College. 

If the Eagles are to have any more success in the 
tournament, they will have to continue to do it in the 
underdog role. 

They are a combined 0-6 against the three 
remaining teams, and they will be playing the 
conference's second ranked Marymount University 
in the second round of the tournament. 

The win at York did more for the team than put 
them through to the second round. It is a big positive 
after a difficult regular season. 

"It was an important win," Timmins said. "It 
showed this team that it could play well." 



Basketball Team Moves 
On, Will Play Thursday 

•»■ MEN, page 8 
tonight." 

Also in double figures for MWC were junior Evan Fowler with 19, senior Cris Hairston with 13, and 
junior Erik Rodriguez with 12. 

"Right now we just want to score more points than the other team was we go through the tournament. I 
don't care how we do it," Wood said. "Both the games this year against Goucher were battles and if we shoot 
the ball well and get a well officiated game we can come out on top. We've never been to a CAC championship 
game, so we have a lot on the line." 

Neely led all scorers with 28 points. 

n^^it. Oflmc tinw is slated "for 7*30 p.m. on Tliursitfly sit CloolrickGj'nifliisiiiiii. 



This bracelet was a gill Amber Apodaca 
received from the center where she helped teens with 
drug and alcohol problems. She was wearing it 
when an underage drunk dnver took her life. 

Friends Don't Let Friends Drive Drunk. 
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Eagles Drown Competition, Set 
Records At CAC Championships 



Staff Writer 

Mary Washington College lapped the 
competition at the annual Capital Athletic- 
Conference Swimming Championships held in 
Goolriek Natatorium the weekend of Feb. 14. 

While 16 teams consisting of men and women 
from eight schools were allowed to compete in 
the contest, only two teams showed up. 

Both MWC's men's and women's teams 
destroyed the would-be competition in 
humiliating fashion. 

The women's team took the title for the 13th 
straight year while the men's team won for the 
third straight year, and ninth time overall . Catholic 
University cleaned up the scraps, taking second 
place for both men's and women's competition. 

"We tripled the second place team's score." 
said junior Scott Baker , a member of the CAC 
record setting 200- 
yard medley relay 
team. "We don't 
really have a rival 
anymore." 

Both teams can 
stake a claim to the 
latter statement. 

The women's 
team, with an overall 
score of 642 , doubled 
up on Catholic's 
score of 321, while 
the men compiled an 
astounding 724 
points. 

It would have 
taken the combined scores of the second, third, 
and fourth place teams to edge M WC for the CAC 
title. The Eagles had at least one swimmer finish 
in the top three for every event. 

The Eagles broke six CAC championship 
records over the course of two days. 

Junior Justin Snyder was in the spotlight for 
most of the meet. 

Snyder was named CAC Men's Swimmer of 
the Year, capturing an automatic bid to the NCAA 
championships in Atlanta, Ga. for his time of 
49.71 in the men's I OO-butterfly. breaking his own 




CAC record. 

In addition. Snyder won the 50-freesiyle and 
H as | member of three winning relay teams, two 
of which also broke CAC records. 

Freshman Brian Craddock was named CAC 
rookie of the year and set a record with his 
performance in the 5(X)-freestyle (4:41.34). He 
also won the 200-freestyle. 1650-freestylc and 
was i member of the winning 800-freestyle relay 
team. 

The record setting relay teams included the 
women's 200-yard medley relay, which is made 
up of seniors Meghan Newcomer, Karin 
Ricsenfeld, Lisa-Marie Carlson and sophomore 
Susie Duke. 

The men's 200-yard medley relay consisted of 
Snyder. Baker, sophomore James Thomas and 
freshman Bryan Stiffler. 

.Record setters in the men's 8(K)-yard freestyle 
Relay included Snyder. Baker, sophomore Matt 
McLaren and 
Craddock. The teams 
arc now waiting to find 
out if they have been 
invited to swim in the 
NCAA championships. 

For each event, 
there are two set times 
for swimmers to beat . 

A "B-cut" is a 
potential qualifying 
time, but does not 
guarantee a spot in the 
national spotlight. To 
ensure a trip to the 
NCAA's, a swimmer 
must beat the time 
designated for an "A-cut." 

For example, in this year's men's 100-butterfly 
event, a B-cut time is 5 1 .89 seconds or better and 
an A-cut time is 50.29 seconds or better. The times 
change from year to year based on the strength of 
an event throughout the country. 

Snyder's time of 49.71 was fast enough to 
make the A-cut and earn an automatic bid to the 
NCAA's. 

Men and women's swimming coach Matthew 
Kinney explained how the remaining slots are 
decided. 




Photo Coutesy of Lydia Haas 

Members of the 200-yard medley relay (from left) junior Justin Snyder, 
sophomore James Thomas, freshman Bryan Stiffler and junior Scott Baker. 



"Roughly 220 swimmers from around the 
country are selected in all of the events to 
participate in the NCAA's. For example, in the 
100-fly event, they may invite 20 swimmers to 
Nationals. 

Thirty-five swimmers may make the B-cut. but 
once the rankings are done, the cut-off line is 
drawn at the 20th swimmer." 

Thomas summed up the situation. 

"All we can do now is wait," he said. 

One award that the Eagles did not bring home 
this year is the Coach of the Year award. This, 
however, is not a controversial issue for most of 
the swimmers. 

"1 feel that even though the Mary Washington 



swimmers dominated in the pool, there are other 
coaches in the conference who deserved the award 
as well," Stiffler said. 
Kinney agreed 

"I've won the award seven times in 10 years. I 
really do support the recognition that the 
Mary mount coach received. We're used to having 
a great meet every year. That's all of the 
recognition I need," he said. 

"He knows what we think of him, he's a great 
coach and he's done a lot for this school," 
sophomore Katie Wamsley concluded. 





The Weekly Wassup 

Wlmt to do... Wliere to go?! 




THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 




"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
8:00 p.m. $8 
general public. 
$6 students/ 
seniors, $2 
MWCID 


Meditation 
Workshop 
Leideckcr 
Center for 
Asian Studies 
Trinkle B39 
4:00 p.m. 


Daybreak 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 
Meets at Christ 
Lutheran Church 


SPCA work 
10:30 AM 
Monroe Circle 


Dining 
Committee 
Meeting 4 PM 
Faculty Staff 
Dining Room 


5 Alive 

Baptist Student 

Union 

5 PM 




Iraq discuassion 
with Dr. Ryan 
Monroe 104 
7 p.m. 


"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
8:00 p.m. $8 
general public, 
$6 students/ 
seniors, $2 
MWC ID 


"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
8:00 p.m. $8 
general public, 
$6 students/ 
seniors, $2 
MWC ID 


"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
2:00 p.m. $8 
general public, 
$6 students/ 
seniors, $2 
MWC ID 


Black Student 
Association 
5 PM 

Meeting Room 
#4 


Speaker Annie 

Wang 

7 PM 

Lee Ball Room 




"Undc-rrepresented 
Mathemati- 
cians" with Dr. 
Sumner 
8:00-9:15 a.m. 
Trinkle 138 


Christian Unity 
Coffee House 
Great Hall 
8 p.m. to 1 
a.m. 


Women in 
Preservation 
8:00 to 5:00 p.m. 


Women with a 
Voice: Bush's 
Proposal on 
Sex Education 
Ball Hall 
Kitchen 
10 PM 


Performance 
by Lindsey 
Smith 
8-10 PM 
Underground 


Resume 
Writing 
4-5 PM 
sign up x 1022 




Classics Meeting 
6 PM 

CPR Lounge 


US Army Band 
Dodd Audito- 
rium 
7:30 PM 




Sorority Interest 
Meeting 
Russell Hall 
Lobby 
9 PM 


Jyoti Meditation 
Class 
4-5 PM 
Trinkle B 39 




> 


Dr. Mara Scanlon 
reads Robert 
Hayden 
Combs 139 
5 PM 


Jenny Choi 
Underground 
7:30 Pm 
Free 
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Snow Days 
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Technically, ice is a mineral. 




Slipping Snow Strikes Cars 

Lee Hall Fallout Destroys Two Police Officers' Cars 



Above: a white car crushed by white snow. 



Photo Courtesy of College Police 



By CONOR REIUY 

Staff Writer 

Police Communications Officer 
Donya Upshaw received a phone call 
saying that snow had damaged her car. 
When she went to view the damage, she 
was shocked to find it crushed and buried 
under an avalanche of snow. 

A large amount of snow fell on two 
vehicles, a 1987 Acura Integra and a 1996 
Plymouth Neon, causing substantial 
damage. The snow fell nearly four stories 
into the parking lot behind Lee Hall. The 
vehicles belong to Officer Skip Samuels 
and Upshaw, employees of the campus 
Police Department. 

"There was quite a bit of damage," 
Upshaw said. "My roof was caved in, 
the glass was broken on my front and 
back windshield, and my hood was 
dented." 

Samuels said his car is totaled. 

"I bought the car just to drive back and 
forth to work, so I didn't care if it got 
scratched up," he said. "I didn't think it 
would get this scratched up, though." 

According to John Wiltenmuth, 
assistant vice president of Facilities 
Services for the college, there were 
several factors that caused the snow to 
dislodge and fall off of the roof. 

"This was obviously a hefty snow, 
above average," Wiltenmuth said. "The 
snow was melting and refreezing. We also 



saw that some of the gutters were 
freezing over. The weight of the snow 
and the fact that it was packed together 
caused it to come off in a large chunk ." 

Almost all of the people involved 
noted that this event was something of 
an anomaly, even for the amount of snow 
that accumulated. 

"I've never seen this type of thing 
happen before. I spoke to several of the 
grounds people and they had never seen 
anything like this, either," said Acting 
Police Director James C. Snipes. 

Shaundra Turner, an Allstate 
Insurance corporate and media relations 
officer, said cases of cars being crushed 
by the snow are rare occurrences. 

"The majority of claims we have seen 
in this snowstorm are not to cars," Turner 
said. "They are typically to homes. We 
have had a lot of roof collapses and gutter 
damage, particularly to older structures." 

For insurance purposes, the liability 
will most likely be handled by the car 
owner and their individual insurance 
provider in this case. This is because the 
nature of the accident was so unusual. 

While she could not discuss specific 
policies, Turner said, "Since there was 
damage to the car itself, most 
comprehensive policies would cover 
this." 

Wiltenmuth said the college could not 
have prevented this. 

"This would be considered an act of 



nature or and act of God," Wiltenmuth 
said. "Fortunately no one was hurt." 

Since the occurrence was so out of 
the ordinary, college officials said they 
hope to learn from it. 

"Every time it snows we look at what 
we can do better," Wiltenmuth said. 
"Our snow plans are constantly 
evolving." 

After the damage was reported. 
Facilities Services responded by taking 
more precautions around campus. They 
checked the other buildings on campus 
and decided to close the side entrance to 
Woodard Campus Center. They also 
placed caution tape near the entrance of 
Mercer Hall because of a large icicle that 
was a potential danger, and around Lee 
Hall because of concern that snow could 
fall from the roof again. 

However, there is still the issue of a 
permanent change to the snow plans on 
campus. Wiltenmuth said that important 
events like cars being crushed sometimes 
look unimportant when written on paper. 
Administrators down the line may not 
recognize the need to keep people and 
vehicles away from the buildings during 
heavy snow. But it is difficult to warn 
future generations of something so rare. 

Officer Upshaw said that in the next 
snowstorm she will use more caution 
when parking her vehicle. 

"I guess next time, I'll park further 
away from the buildings," she said. 



Seacobeck Stays Alive Despite Low Staff , Provisions 

Management's Children Fill In For Stranded Employees, Menu Modified 



By JAMES TRAMMEL 

Staff Writer 

Some students jumped for joy while others 
simply starved on Monday, Feb. 17, when Mary 
Washington College Seacobeck Dining Hall 
appeared to be closed. 

From a cancelled food delivery to a 
dramatically low staff, Seacobeck kept iis doors 
open despite Old Man Winter's visit to 
Fredericksburg. 

Somehow, everyone pulled through, but not 
without a "little" help. 

The children of Eagles Nest manager Doug 
Pugh, Dylan, 9 , Lauren. 7, and Brendan, 5, were 
eager and willing to help out. So help they did. 

; at Seacobeck on Monday had 



to get used to a new system. First, they gave the 
meal card to Brendan. Brendan passed the card to 
his sister, Lauren, who in turned passed the card to 
Dylan to swipe in the computer. Lauren then got to 
push the OK button. 

"It was a lot of fun to see," said proud father Doug 
Pugh. 

"They were so cute," said Sophomore Stacy 

Reffner. 

Seacobeck was actually not closed during the 
President's Day snowstorm, although it was not open 
at full capacity. According to General Manager Peter 
Labrecque of The Wood Company, only the Eagle's 
nest, faculty lounge, and the Bistro were closed 
temporarily.' 

"We closed some of our facilities due to staffing 
issues. 



meal," Labrecque said. "On a normal day we have 
about 70 people working. On Monday we only had 
about 12." 

Lebrecque did have a signed posted, closing the 
Eagles Nest, but said that he could have done more 
to inform students of the closing. 

"It's something I know we can do better," he said. 

There were no deaths or injuries due to the 
confusion. In fact, Seacobeck is under contract to 
keep a supply of food for up to thirty days without 
power, said Lebreque. 

Despite the lack of communication, lack of staff 
workers, and the snow, Seacobeck's woes were not 
over. It lost hot water for about 3 hours Monday 
morning. 

"Seacobeck and a few of the other building lost 



again for repairs," said John Wiltenmuth, assistant 
vice president of Facilities Services. "It just 
happened to be on Monday, which was an 
unfortunate coincidence. The loss of heat was 
basically due to just an old heating system and 
not to the weather." 

Lebreque said that this was the reason the 
dining hall resorted to plastic dinner-ware. 

The Pugh brood were not the only ones to help 
out. Student employees at Seacobeck, sophomore 
Katie Miller and senior Lauren Roan, both came 
in to help, though not on the schedule. 

"1 came in for lunch and saw the trays piled up 
everywhere. 1 thought to myself. I wonder if they 
need some help, " Miller said. 



Snow Slaps Classes, Parking In Face 

Professors: Show Must Go On! 



B» LINDSAY BWTOK 

Assistant News Editor 

"There are no snow shovels in 
Fredericksburg," said .senior Sarah 
Preston, who added that it was very 
difficult to dig her car out of the snow 
bank it was in without one. 

Last Monday and Tuesday, Mary 
Washington College closed due to snow 
and ice on the roads affecting class 
schedules and forcing professors to 
throw out some of their lectures planned 
on their syllabi in favor of keeping tests 
on schedule. 

"[The weather| shut us down for two 
whole days," said Phillip Hall, vice 
president of Academic Affairs and dean 
of the faculty. He said that the biggest 
complaint the school got involved was 
travel. 

"The problem we have heard 
mentioned most was the impossible 
parking situation on Wednesday when 
we reopened," he said. 

Guzel Duchatcau, a junior, said that 
parking was a hassle, but it was not her 
only transportation problem. 

"I got snowed in at [Philadelphia! and 
could not get back until Wednesday 
morning," she said. 

Senior Alex Naden said that one of 
his professors cancelled a class even after 



the school was reopened. 

"He just did not want to mess with the 
roads, so he cancelled class," he said. "It 
is a once-a-week class, too." 

The weather created annoyances for 
many students and faculty, who said they 
had to rearrange their schedules to make 
up for the missed classes. 

"[The snow] came at the wrong time. 
I had tests that got delayed because they 
were on Monday or Tuesday, and then I 
had tests that got pushed back because 
we had not had class," sophomore Robert 
Sledz said. "It was annoying because I 
had all my tests in one week." 

Joseph Romero, assistant professor of 
Classics, Philosophy, and Religion 
department at the college, said that he had 
to move some of the due dates for his 
Classics 110 class because the first 
scheduled exam was pushed back by 
nearly a week. 

"The net effect is that the workload is 
slightly reduced but I think I was able to 
space out the assignments in such a way 
that they do not stack up on one another 
too much," he said. 

Sophomore Alison Burgess also said 
that her classes were rearranged due to 
the snow days, with exams pushed back 
and assignments postponed. Preston said 
that some of her professors just ended up 
cutting things out of the syllabi 



completely in order to stay on track. 

"All the syllabi are completely out of 
whack," Duchateau, a junior said. 

Classes weren't the only things 
cancelled because of the snow. 

"Various planned events were 
cancelled or postponed, including at least 
one faculty candidate interview visit," 
Hall said. 

Naden, who is also the secretary and 
treasurer of the Senior Class Council, said 
that his organization was affected in a few 
big ways. 

"Class Council elections and voter 
information nights got pushed back by 
weeks," he said. 

For all the inconveniences of the 
storms, some professors said that they did 
not irreparably damage their classes. 

"[The missed days have not] caused 
much trouble for my classes," said Craig 
Vasey, professor of Classics, Philosophy, 
and Religion. "In general, I can 
abbreviate the presentation of some 
material or drop something from the 
syllabus. I think it is quite similar to the 
fact that many faculty miss a day or two 
per semester for sickness: they just have 
to adjust their schedule or ask students to 
do a bit more reading outside [of class)," 
he said. 



▼ see 



, page 16 



Surprise! More Snow Expected 




Albert Kugel/Bullet 

According to the National Weather Service, Fredericksburg 
is expected to get anywhere from 4-8 inches over Thursday. 
Students can find out if they have class Thursday and Friday 
by calling (540) 654-2424. But, don't unfold that beer pong 
table yet, because the system is not updated totally until 6 a.m. 
for the next day. 
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Eagles Drown Competition, Set 
Records At CAC Championships 



Staff Writer 

Mary Washington College lapped the 
competition at the annual Capital Athletic 
Conference Swimming Championships held in 
Goolrick Natatorium the weekend of Feb. 14. 

While 16 teams consisting of men and women 
from eight schools were allowed to compete in 
the contest, only two teams showed up. 

Both MWC's men's and women's teams 
destroyed the would-be competition in 
humiliating fashion. 

The women's team took the title lor the 13th 
straight year while the men's team won for the 
third straight year, and ninth time overall. Catholic 
University cleaned up the scraps, taking second 
place for both men's and women's competition. 

"We tripled the second place team's score." 
said junior Scott Baker . a member of the CAC 
record setting 200- 
yard medley relay ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
team. "We don't 
really have a rival 
anymore." 

Both teams can 
stake a claim to the 
latter statement. 

The women's 
team, with an overall 
score of 642. doubled 
up on Catholic's 
score of 32 1 . while 
the men compiled an 
astounding 724 
points. 

It would have 
taken the combined scores of the second, third, 
and fourth place teams to edge MWC for the CAC 
title. The Eagles had at least one swimmer finish 
in the top three for every event. 

The Eagles broke six CAC championship 
records ov er the course of two days. 

Junior Justin Snyder was in the spotlight for 
most of the meet. 

Snyder was named CAC Men's Sw immer of 
the Year, capturing an automatic bid to the NCAA 
championships in Atlanta. Ga. for his time of 
49.71 in the men's 100-butterfly. breaking his own 



having a great meet 
every year. Thar sail 
of the recognition I 

need. 



ey 




CAC record. 

In addition. Snyder won the 50-freestyle and 
w as a member of three w inning relay teams, tw o 
of w hich also broke CAC records. 

Freshman Brian Craddock was named CAC 
rookie of the year and set a record with his 
performance in ihe 500-freesty le (4:41.34). He 
also won the 200-lrcestyle. 1 650- freest vie and 
was a member of the winning 800-freesty le relay 
team. 

The record setting relay teams included the 
women's 200-yard medley relay, which is made 
up of seniors Meghan Newcomer. Karin 
Riesenfeld. Lisa-Marie Carlson and sophomore 
Susie Duke. 

I he men's 200-yard medley relay consisted of 
Snyder. Baker, sophomore James Thomas and 
freshman Bryan Stiffler. 

.Record setters in the men's 800-y ard freesty le 
Relay included Snyder. Baker, sophomore Matt 
McLaren and 
Craddock. The teams 
are now waiting to find 
out if they have been 
invited to swim in the 
NCAA championships. 

For each event, 
there are two set times 
for swimmers to beat. 

A "B-cut" is a 
potential qualifying 
time, but does not 
guarantee a spot in the 
national spotlight. To 
ensure a trip to the 
NCAA's, a swimmer 
must beat the time 
designated for an "A-cut." 

Forexamplc, in this year's men's 100-butterfly 
event, a B-cut lime is 5 1 .89 seconds or better and 
an A-cut lime is 50.29 seconds or better. The times 
change from year to year based on the strength of 
an ev ent throughout the country . 

Sny der's time of 49.71 was fast enough to 
make the A-cut and earn an automatic bid to the 
NCAA's. 

Men and women's swimming coach Matthew 
Kinney explained how the remaining slots are 
decided. 




Photo Coutesy of Lydia Haas 

Members of the 200-yard medley relay (from left) junior Justin Snyder, 
sophomore James Thomas, freshman Bryan Stiffler and junior Scott Baker. 



'"Roughly 220 swimmers from around the 
country are selected in all of the events to 
participate in the NCAA's. For example, in the 
100-fly event, they may invite 20 swimmers to 
Nationals. 

Thirty -live swimmers may make the B-cut. but 
once the rankings are done, the cut-off line is 
drawn at the 20th swimmer." 

Thomas summed up the situation. 

"All we can do now is wait." he said. 

One award that the Eagles did not bring home 
this year is the Coach of the Year award. This, 
however, is not a controversial issue for most of 
the swimmers. 

"I feel that even though the Mary Washington 



swimmers dominated in Ihe pool, there are other 
coaches in the conference w ho deserved the award 
as well." Stiffler said. 
Kinney agreed 

"I've won the award seven times in 10 years. I 
really do support the recognition that the 
Marymount coach received. We're used to having 
a great meet every year. That's all of the 
recognition I need." he said. 

"He knows what we think of him. he's a great 
coach and he's done a lot for this school." 
sophomore Katie Wamsley concluded. 

Is take place in Atlanta, Ga, p< 
-15 for the women and March 




The Weekly Wassup 

WJiat to do... Wliere to go?! 




THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 




"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
8:00 p.m. $8 
general public. 
$6 students 
seniors. S2 
MWC II) 


Meditation 
Workshop 
Lcidecker 
Center lor 
Asian Studies 
Trinkle B39 
4:00 p.m. 


Daybreak 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 
Meels ai Christ 
Lutheran Church 


S PC A w ork 
10:30 AM 
Monroe Circle 


Dining 
Committee 
Meeting 4 PM 
Faculty Staff 
Dining Room 


5 Alive 

Baptist Student 

Union 

5 PM 




Iraq discuassion 
u ith Dr. Ryan 
Monroe 104 
7 p.m. 


"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 1.8 
general public. 
Sfi students/ 
seniors, $2 
MWC ID 


"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
8:00 p.m. S8 
general public. 
$6 students/ 
seniors. $2 
MWC ID 


"Laramie 
Project" 
Klein Theatre 
2:00 p.m. S8 
general public. 
$6 students/ 
seniors. $2 
MWC ID 


Black Student 
Association 
5 PM 

Meeting Room 
#4 


Speaker Annie 

Wang 

7 PM 

Lee Ball Room 




"L'nderreptesented 
Mathemati- 
cians" with Dr. 
Sumner 
8:00-9:15 a.m. 
Trinkle 138 


Christian Unity 
Coffee House 
Great Hall 
8 p.m. lo 1 
a.m. 


Women in 
Preservation 
8:00 to 5:00 p.m. 


Women with a 
Voice: Bush's 
Proposal on 
Sex Education 
Ball Hall 
Kitchen 
10 PM 


Performance 
by Lindsey 
Smith 
8-10 PM 
Underground 


Resume 
Writing 
4-5 PM 
sign up x 1022 




Classics Meeting 
6 PM 

CPR Lounge 


US Army Band 
Dodd Audito- 
rium 
7:30 I'M 




Sorority Interesi 
Meeting 
Russell Hall 
Lobby 
9 PM 


Jyoti Meditation 
('lass 
4-5 PM 
Trinkle B 39 




> 


Dr. Mara Scanlon 
reads Robert 
Haydcn 
Combs 139 
5 PM 


Jenny Choi 
Underground 
7:30 Pm 
Free 













Snow Days 

Isst week's snowstorm wrosks h3voc 



BIBB 27,2003 
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Fast Fact: 

Technically, ice is a mineral. 




Slipping Snow Strikes Cars 

Lee Hall Fallout Destroys Two Police Officers' Cars 



Photo Courtesy of College Police 



Above: a white car crushed by white snow. 



Staff Writer 

Police Communications Officer 
Donya Upshaw received a phone call 
saying that snow had damaged her car. 
When she went to view the damage, she 
was shocked to find it crushed and buried 
under an avalanche of snow. 

A large amount of snow fell on two 
vehicles, a 1 987 Acura Integra and a 1996 
Plymouth Neon, causing substantial 
damage. The snow fell nearly four stories 
into the parking lot behind Lee Hall. The 
vehicles belong to Officer Skip Samuels 
and Upshaw, employees of the campus 
Police Department. 

"There was quite a bit of damage," 
Upshaw said. "My roof was caved in, 
the glass was broken on my front and 
back windshield, and my hood was 
dented." 

Samuels said his car is totaled. 

"I bought the car just to drive back and 
forth to work, so I didn't care if it got 
scratched up," he said. "I didn't think it 
would get this scratched up, though." 

According to John Wiltenmuth, 
assistant vice president of Facilities 
Services for the college, there were 
several factors that caused the snow to 
dislodge and fall off of the roof. 

"This was obviously a hefty snow, 
above average," Wiltenmuth said. "The 
snow was melting and refreezing. We also 



saw that some of the gutters were 
freezing over. The weight of the snow 
and the fact that it was packed together 
caused it to come off in a large chunk." 

Almost all of the people involved 
noted that this event was something of 
an anomaly, even for the amount of snow 
that accumulated. 

"I've never seen this type of thing 
happen before. I spoke to several of the 
grounds people and they had never seen 
anything like this, either." said Acting 
Police Director James C. Snipes. 

Shaundra Turner, an Allstate 
Insurance corporate and media relations 
officer, said cases of cars being crushed 
by the snow are rare occurrences. 

"The majority of claims we have seen 
in this snowstorm are not to cars," Turner 
said. "They are typically to homes. We 
have had a lot of roof collapses and gutter 
damage, particularly to older structures." 

For insurance purposes, the liability 
will most likely be handled by the car 
owner and their individual insurance 
provider in this case. This is because the 
nature of the accident was so unusual. 

While she could not discuss specific 
policies. Turner said, "Since there was 
damage to the car itself, most 
comprehensive policies would cover 
this." 

Wiltenmuth said the college could not 
have prevented this. 

"This would be considered an act of 



nature or and act of God." W iltenmuth 
said. "Fortunately no one was hurt." 

Since the occurrence was so out of 
the ordinary, college officials said they 
hope to learn from it. 

"Every time it snows we look at what 
we can do better." Wiltenmuth said. 
•"Our snow plans arc constantly 
evolving." 

After the damage was reported. 
Facilities Services responded by taking 
more precautions around campus. They 
checked the other buildings on campus 
and decided to close the side entrance to 
Woodard Campus Center. They also 
placed caution tape near the entrance of 
Mercer Hall because of a large icicle that 
was a potential danger, and around Lee 
Hall because ol concern that snow could 
fall from the roof again. 

However, there is still the issue of a 
permanent change to the snow plans on 
campus. Wiltenmuth said that important 
events like cars being crushed sometimes 
look unimportant when written on paper. 
Administrators down the line may not 
recognize the need to keep people and 
vehicles aw ay from the buildings during 
heavy snow. But it is difficult to warn 
future generations of something so rare. 

Officer Upshaw said that in the next 
snowstorm she will use more caution 
when parking her vehicle. 

"I guess next time. Til park further 
away from the buildings." she said. 



Seacobeck Stays Alive Despite Low Staff, Provisions 

Management's Children Fill In For Stranded Employees, Menu Modified 



Staff Writer 

Some students jumped for joy while others 
simply starved on Monday, Feb. 17, when Mary 
Washington College Seacobeck Dining Hall 
appeared to be closed. 

From a cancelled food delivery to a 
dramatically low staff, Seacobeck kept its doors 
open despite Old Man Winter's visit to 
Fredericksburg. 

Somehow, everyone pulled through, but not 
without a "little" help. 

The children of Eagles Nest manager Doug 
Pugh, Dylan,9 , Lauren, 7, and Brendan, 5, were 
eager and willing to help out. So help they did. 
Students eating at Seacobeck on Monday had 



to get used to a new system. First, they gave the 
meal card to Brendan. Brendan passed the card to 
his sister, Lauren, who in turned passed the card to 
Dylan to swipe in the computer. Lauren then got to 
push the OK button. 

"It was a lot of fun to see," said proud father Doug 
Pugh. 

"They were so cute," said Sophomore Stacy 

Refiner. 

Seacobeck was actually not closed during the 
President \s Day snowstorm , although it was not open 
at full capacity. According to General Manager Peter 
Labrecque of The Wood Company, only the Eagle's 
nest, faculty lounge, and the Bistro were closed 
temporarily.' 

"We closed some of our facilities due to staffing 



issues, but we were still open to give everyone a hot hot water Monday rr 



meal." Labrecque said. "On a normal day we have 
about 70 people working. On Monday we only had 
about 12." 

Lebrecque did have a signed posted, closing the 
Eagles Nest, but said that he could have done more 
to inform students of the closing. 

"It's something I know we can do better," he said. 

There were no deaths or injuries due to the 
confusion. In fact, Seacobeck is under contract to 
keep a supply of food for up to thirty days without 
power, said Lebreque. 

Despite the lack of communication, lack of staff 
workers, and the snow, Seacobeck s woes were not 
over. It lost hot water for about 3 hours Monday 
morning. 

"Seacobeck and a few of the other building lost 
morning for a few hours, and then 



again for repairs." said John Wiltenmuth, assistant 
vice president of Facilities Services. "It just 
happened to be on Monday, which was an 
unfortunate coincidence. The loss of heat was 
basically due to just an old heating system and 
not to the weather." 

Lebreque said that this was the reason the 
dining hall resorted to plastic dinner-ware. 

The Pugh brood were not the only ones to help 
out. Student employees at Seacobeck, sophomore 
Katie Miller and senior Lauren Roan, both came 
in to help, though not on the schedule. 

"1 came in for lunch and saw the trays piled up 
everywhere. I thought to myself. I wonder if they 
need some help, " Miller said. 



■see 
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Snow Slaps Classes, Parking In Face 

Professors: Show Must Go On! 



By LINDSAY BEATON 

Assistant New s Editor 

"There are no snow shovels in 
Fredericksburg." said .senior Sarah 
Preston, who added that it was very 
difficult to dig her car out of the snow 
bank it was in without one. 

Last Monday and Tuesday. Mary 
Washington College closed due to snow 
and ice on the roads affecting class 
schedules and forcing professors to 
throw out some of their lectures planned 
on their syllabi in favor of keeping tests 
on schedule. 

"|Thc weather | shut us down for two 
whole days." said Phillip Hall, vice 
president of Academic Affairs and dean 
of the faculty. He said that the biggest 
complaint the school got involved was 
travel. 

"The problem we have heard 
mentioned most was the impossible 
parking situation on Wednesday when 
we reopened." he said. 

Gu/el Duchatcau, a junior, said thai 
parking was a hassle, but it was not her 
only transportation problem. 

"I got snowed in at | Philadelphia] and 
could not get back until Wednesday 
morning." she said. 

Senior Alex Naden said that one of 
his professors cancelled a class even alter 



the school was reopened. 

"He just did not want to mess with the 
roads, so he cancelled class." he said. "It 
is a once-a-week class, too." 

The weather created annoyances for 
many students and faculty, who said they 
had to rearrange their schedules to make 
up for the missed classes. 

"[The snow | came at the wrong time. 
I had tests that got delayed because they 
were on Monday or Tuesday, and then I 
had tests that got pushed back because 
we had not had class." sophomore Robert 
Sled/ said. "It was annoying because I 
had all my tests in one week." 

Joseph Romero, assistant professor of 
Classics, Philosophy, and Religion 
department at the college, said that he had 
to move some of the due dates for his 
Classics 110 class because the first 
scheduled exam was pushed back by 
nearly a week. 

"The net effect is that the workload is 
slightly reduced but I think I was able to 
space out the assignments in such a way 
that (hey do not stack up on one another 
too much," he said. 

Sophomore Alison Burgess also said 
that her classes were rearranged due to 
the snow days, with exams pushed back 
and assignments postponed. Preston said 
that some of her professors just ended up 
cutting things out of the syllabi 



completely in order to stay on track. 

"All the syllabi are completely out of 
whack," Duchateau, a junior said. 

Classes weren't the only things 
cancelled because of the snow. 

"Various planned events were 
cancelled or postponed, including at least 
one faculty candidate interview visit," 
Hall said. 

Naden, who is also the secretary and 
treasurer of the Senior Class Counci I , said 
that his organization was affected in a few 
big ways. 

"Class Council elections and voter 
information nights got pushed back by 
weeks," he said. 

For all the inconveniences of the 
storms, some professors said that they did 
not irreparably damage their classes. 

"[The missed days have not] caused 
much trouble for my classes," said Craig 
Vasey, professor of Classics, Philosophy, 
and Religion. "In general, I can 
abbreviate the presentation of some 
material or drop something from the 
syllabus. I think it is quite similar to the 
fact that many faculty miss a day or two 
per semester for sickness: they just have 
to adjust their schedule or ask students to 
do a bit more reading outside |of class|," 
he said. 



▼ see 
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Surprise! More Snow Expected 




Albert Kugel/Bullet 



According to the National Weather Service, Fredericksburg 
is expected to get anywhere from 4-8 inches over Thursday. 
Students can find out if they have class Thursday and Friday 
by calling (540) 654-2424. But, don't unfold that beer pong 
table yet, because the system is not updated totally until 6 a.m. 
for the next day. 
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Scene 



The first toilet ever seen on television 
was on "Leave It To Beaver." 



your guide to entertainment 




▼ Thursday, Feb. 27: 

"Partners of the Heart," a 
documentary facilitated by 
James Mi rabel lo; a Black 
History Month event. 
Combs Hall room 139, 7 
p.m. Free. 



▼ Friday, Feb. 28: 

United States Army Field 
Band and Soldiers ' Chorus, 
sponsored by Mary 
Washington College and the 
Free Lance-Star. Dodd 
Auditorium in George 
Washington Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
Free, tickets required. 



▼ Tuesday, Mar. 4: 

Lecture by Annie Wang, a 
Cultural Awareness Series 
event. Lee Hall Ballroom, 
7 p.m. Free. 



top ten movies 



1 . Daredevil 

2. Old School 

3. How to Lose a Guy in 
10 Days 

4. The Jungle Book 2 

5. Chicago 

6. The Life of David 
Gale 

7. Shanghai Knights 

8. Gods and Generals 

9. Dark Blue 

10. The Recruit 

Opening This Weekend: 
"Cradle 2 the Grave" with Jet 
Li and DMX, "Spider" with 
Ralph Fiennes and Gabriel 
Byrne. 



source : www.imdb .com 




"You know it's too 
early. It makes 
the customers all 
crazy -like. 



ft >> 



-Gina, 
"Empire Records" 



This Could Happen Anywhere' 

The Laramie Project Comes to Mary Washington 



By MARY SOHMOTZER 

Stuff Writer 



In October 1998. 21 -year-old 
Matthew Shepard was savagely beaten, 
tied to a fence and left to die in Laramie. 
Wy. because he was gay. 

Over the next two years, a group of 
eleven actors conducted interviews in 
Laramie and researched all aspects of 
the hate crime. The result became "The 
Laramie Project," a play by Moises 
Kaufman and the Members of Tectonic 
Theatre Project. 

Beginning on Feb. 20. Mary 
Washington College's Department of 
Theatre and Dance w ill present the play 
directed by Gregg Stull. associate 
professor and chair of the department. 

"It speaks to an important moment 
in the history of our country, and it 
should be a catalyst for an important 
conversation on campus," Stull said. 

The 66 voices of Laramie are 
brought to life by the eleven actors alone 
on stage with chairs and five TV 
monitors. The format is presentational, 
called a series of moments in time, by 
Stull. The events arc honestly and 
openly told, including graphic 
descriptions of the violence. Stull has 
put warnings on the show because of 
offensive language and the graphicness, 
but "we don't want people not to come," 
he said. 

The content of the show has caused 
much controversy, as well as many 
mixed emotions. 

"I broke down and cried three times 
the first time 1 read it," said sophomore 
Phil Seidman. one of the actors. "We 
are all drained when we leave 
[rehearsal]." 

Because all sides of the story are 
covered, even the words of the killers 
are used. 

"Sometimes it's hard to accept 
that real people would say this," 
said junior Mike Plummer. 




At left: Joe Hammock and 
sophomore Liz Beebe 
Below: Junior Ryane 
Studivant 



Photos Courtesy College Relations 





"I broke down and 
cried three times the 
first time I read it." 




The actors found that it was extremely 
difficult to portray a hateful person. 

"You have to find a reason to connect with 
the character and like them." said sophomore 
Kat Mernin. "I've found a new way to look 
at acting." 

"You 
realize the 
degree to 
which some 
people 
hate," said 
Seidman. 

Not only 
are hateful 
people 
portrayed in 

the play, but they surround the 
controv ersy of the play and protest its 
productions. The leader of these 
protests, Fred Phelps of the Westboro 
Baptist Church of Topeka, Kan., has 
conducted more than 22.000 picketing 
demonstrations, including protesting at 
Matthew Shepard's funeral. His 
website includes the following 
statement: "'The Laramie Project' is a 
tacky bit of cheap melodrama of 
neglible artistic value designed to 
make a hero of Matt Shepard and use 
him as a poster boy recruiting 
America's youths to lives of sin, shame, 
disease and Hell. Even as Shepard's 
Photo Courtesy Office Relations life was." 



Phelps will protest the second 
weekend of the show on campus. 
Margaret Mock, director of News 
and Information Services, said that 
there have been many peaceful 
demonstrations over the years, and 
nothing will be done unless there's 
a problem, in which the police would 
become involved. 

"Free speech embraces his ideas, 
but he is motivated by hate and it will 
be difficult to hear him speak and to 
see him protest," said Stull. 

According to Stull, there had been 
only one other complaint voiced so 
far. Someone called the box office 
and voiced their displeasure over the 
show. 

"It is absolutely possible people 
will react negatively. I only hope 
people with misgivings at the title 
take time to see the play," said Stull. 

Besides tackling the subject of a 
hate crime, the actors also each have 
to become a number of different 
characters throughout the show, 
switching roles within minutes of 
each other. 

"Gregg said, 'Be true to these 
characters,'" said senior Ryane 
Studivant. 

The actors have been through a 
lot of emotional ups and downs 
doing this show. 



"As we've gone along in the process, 
as the characters become more real, it 
touches you on a new level," said senior 
Kristina Reese. 

"[In "Laramie,"] Kaufman wants 
people to realize life is complicated," said 
Stull. "Life isn't black and white. It's 
not easy to come to terms with things. He 
wants to show that it is very 
complicated." 

One of the important aspects of the 
show is that though it portrays Laramie, 
it's not location-specific. 

"It's about any town," said Plummer. 
"This could happen anywhere." 

The cast believes the campus needs to 
see this show. 

"It's so honest. It challenges the way 
you think about things," said junior 
Nathan Figueroa. 

"It's a play that when you come and 
watch, forces you to weigh opinions," 
said Mernin. 'It's better to decide [what 
you think] than to not think about it." 

Stull agrees that the show will be good 
for the campus. 

"It's easy for us to believe the campus 
embraces difference, but I hear from 
people who are different, that it isn't 
easy," he said. 

"The Laramie Project" will be 
presented Feb. 20-22 and Feb. 27- 
Mar. I at 8 p.m., and Feb. 23 and 
Mar. 2 at 2 p.m. in Klein Theatre, 
duPont Hall. Tickets are $8 for 
general admission, $6 for students 
and senior citizens, and $2 for 
MWC ID holders. Please note 
that the honest language of this 
play and the brutal crime it 
explores may be difficult for some 
ers. 



Jenny Choi To Perform At Underground 

By LESLEY JOHNSON 



Staff Writer 



Soot 
Undergt 



hing jazz music will find its way towards the 
ound on Feb. 28, at 7:30 p.m. featuring Jenny Choi. 

Choi, being an accomplished pianist, 
will combine self composed lyrics and 
melodies to create a soothing musical 
environment for her audience. 

According to CMJ New Music 
Report's David Avery, Jenny Choi 
"makes music that is best described by 
her album title ("Bittersweet"). 
Accompanied by piano, Choi sings and 
writes heartfelt songs about love, loss, 
and regret. Tori Amos is an obvious 
comparison, but Choi replaces that 
singer's melodrama and theatrics with 
uieter, more innocent slant." 



Jenny Choi and her hand, The Third Sh 
perform at the Underground on Friday, 



choi.com 

ift, will 
Feb. 28. 



and writing lyrics did not just appear 
out of nowhere. According to her 
website, Choi has been practicing her 
piano skills since the age of three and 
composing lyrics since the age of 15. 



According to Julio Diaz of INK 1 9, Choi's music "is made 
up of pretty, melodic songs that are sure to appeal to fans of 
Tori, Sarah MacLachlan, and the like: Choi and the Third Shift 
work hard to transcend those comparisons and create something 
with its own unique charm." 

The website exemplifies her abilities as a pianist by saying, 
"Choi never writes down her music, instead allowing a series 
of improvisational jams to lead her to the finished product." 

The concert is sponsored by the Asian Student Association 
and Office of Student Activities and Community Service. 
Students and friends can come listen to Choi perform songs 
for free at the Underground this Friday night. 

Choi has two cds: "Bittersweet" and "Grand and Ashland." 

i 

Jenny Choi will perform at the Underground 
ay, Fel ^|||j|^^ 0 P * m ' Tickets are 

For more information contact Monica at 654- 
5808 or for more information on Jenny Choi 



check out her website at www.jennychoi.com. 
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What Is Your Favorite Reality TV Show? 
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"Reality TV is the "Oh no, I don't like any "'Joe Millionare' is "'A Cook's Tour' on "'Joe Millionare,' 



downfall of mankind, of them. 
It was wrought from 
Satan's loins." 
- Andrew Spaulding, 
freshman 



- Grace Schauer, 
sophomore 



funny. Catty girls are The Food Network, because I really want 

fun to watch" He's the most hardcore them to fall in love. 

chef I know." I'm an idealist." 

- Krista Waple, junior - Andrew Layman, - Sarah Appleby, 

junior freshman 



BSA Talent Show 
One To Remember 

Proceeds Went To Help The Homeless 



By EMMETT MANN 

Staff Writer 

Among the more memorable numbers 
at this year's black student association 's 
talent show was the underclass triplet 
Sidetracked and their original song, "Six- 
Pack Baby." This song , dedicated the 
ever popular drunk co-ed made available 
thanks to beer courage, somehow failed 
to resonate with the audience. Maybe if 
six packs had been available to audience 
members' Sidetracked might have got a 
more enthusiastic response. As it was, 
they preceded this number by another 
slightly more savory ditty that 
counterbalanced the aforementioned tune. 
Most acts followed suite, with one song 
that really stood out and another less 
strong number. Before the show can be 
discussed, however, the truly noble end 
of the talent show must be acknowledged: 
thanks to the BSA, the Thurman Brisben 
homeless shelter will receive a check for 
$426. This money will be used to provide 
boots, coats and other necessities for the 
homeless in Fredericksburg. 

Maybe because of the positive nature 
of the occasion, the crowd and even the 
security guard seemed in exceptionally 
good humor. The first half of the show 
consisted of five acts. Noise Land, senior 
Crystal Small, J5, Seated Position, and 
Sidetracked. Noiseland had strong 
harmony but the vocals were hard to 



distinguish. Crystal Small's moving 
rendition of "My Redeemer Lives" 
accordingly earned her second place and 
marked one of the best performances of 
the evening. J5 sounded off with an indie 
rock number and was followed by a 
powerful original "Standing Again" by 
the all female triplet Seated Position. And 
after Seated Position, whose name was 
bawdily demonstrated by one of the 
female members came Sidetrtacked. The 
stronger half of their performance was a 
song called "Third Degree Burn" which 
highlighted the group's vocal prowess and 
guitar skills. 

During the intermission, student 
comedian sophomore Donovan Cobbins 
took the stage. His stand-up seemed a 
little confused but there were some 
moments of truth including a quick Bush- 
bashing quip and few other one liners. 
Judging from the catcalls from the rear 
of the auditorium his act might have 
benefited from a few more practice runs. 
Cobbins was escorted off the stage 
halfway through his performance by BSA 
vice president Ted Lewis because he 
broke the contract and used bad langauge. 
Following the intermission' were 
Bluegrass Dawgs, then solo rapper Brett 
Gideon Druger, Thunder Cats, solo singer 
Shah la Chohan and a two piece band with 
no name composed of Erik Bruner Yang 
and Merideth Nunoz. Bluegrass Dawgs, 
complete with assistant professor of 



biology John Temple, knocked out two 
lively numbers: "Sitting on Top of the 
World" and the now famous "Man of 
Constant Sorrow." The group really 
outshined the competition thanks to 
Temple's precision finger picking and the 
mellow upright bass. Junior Eddie 
Dickerson, the banjo player from 
Bluegrass Dawg, also contributed on the 
guitar and on the mic for J5, making him 
pretty much the premier musician for the 
whole event. Brett Gideon Druger 
rapped his song "Nice Guys" which, 
when you could make out the lyrics, was 
actually pretty funny, but the technicians 
had the track up too loud. Thuundercats 
held down third place with an zesty indie 
number, and was followed by senior 
Shahla Chohan's acappella version of 
En Vogue' "Give Him Something He Can 
Feel." Freshmen Erik Bruner- Yang and 
Merideth Nunoz's duet "Cosmopolitan" 
wasn't without emotion and energy but 
failed to place. The evening ended with 
a slightly bizarre impromptu act by the 
masters of the ceremonies juniors Matt 
Kapunseinski and Joanne Walker that was 
something like a lip sync dance routine 
to a hodge-podge of R.Kelly tunes that 
which left the audience somewhat 
boggled if not amused. Despite the 
insistence that no lighters be waved 
during the performance, the night went 
really well, and there was certainly no 
lack of audience participation 






Worth Stokes/ Bullet 

Dr. Temple and the band Bluegrass Dawg won $500 for first place in the BSA Talent Show. The Talent 
Show was held on Thursday, Feb. 13. 



Dancing The Night Away 

By KATIE JENSEN 

Staff Writer 

"Come get your fire and ice! And don't forget your raffle tickets!"' 

Fantastic. Excuse me did you say fire and ice? I just wanted to come to this 
dance for ten minutes, take some notes, and get on with my Friday night. But 
no, I've just walked in the door and already they're asking me to fill out another 
raffle tickerjust so I can wait all night for some prize I won't win. 

At least that's what I was thinking when I showed up to New Hall's Fire 
and Ice Dance in Great Hall last Friday. Another cheesy dance. Another 
article written. Another night of wishing Ed been the one to go home with that 
two dollar door prize. 

Only when I turned to get my "fire and ice" I found sophomore Steve Parker 
holding out two Mardi Gras necklaces, one red, one silver; my "fire and ice." 
Creative. He even took my coat and purse and hung them for me. OK, bonus 
points for having an effective coat service. 

After a frustrating five minutes of figuring out whether I wanted to drop 
my pink raffle ticket in the white paper bag with "Coyote Ugly," "Dirty 
Dancing." "Any Given Sunday," "Save the Last Dance, lop Gun," "Charlie's 
Angels," "Rush Hour Two" or "Gone in 60 Seconds" scrawled on it, I hit the 
dance floor. 

To my surprise the "New Crew" even provided snacks, punch, water, and 
some incredibly refreshing lemonade. They even had coolers full of ice pops. 

"It's cool that they had Hershcy kisses and flavored ice," said sophomore 
Chris Coffman who stopped by the dance Friday night. 

Alexis White, resident director of Marshall Hall spun the evening's beats 
and ran into some difficulty when attendees began making requests. They 
asked for music that deviated from the clubbing theme, leaving some attendees 
wondering where the fire had gone. However tension passed with the end of 
Madonna, and White finished the dance with another successful event in the 
bag. 

Sophomore Jeff Holmes, one of the resident assistants in New Hall, decided 
to submit the proposal for SI 000 for a themed dance to Office of Student 
Activities and Community Service in Nov. as part of the "Fling into Spring" 
program. He estimated the final expenses between S700-S750. "I thought there 
were too many events on campus that, even though they were a lot of fun, 
were overly formal or required lots of preparation on the part of the people 
that came. We wanted to have an event where the basis was to come and have 
a great time without the hassle." he said. 

A planning committee composed of the New Hall R.A. staff and the New 
Hall Council met once a week to plan the dance. Juniors Ben Kolodziej and 
Paul Michancyzk, handled the refreshments, junior Alex Chehab and 
sophomore Claudia Thomas provided decorations, while senior Erin Fish took 
care of the raffle prizes and mardi gras beads. Sophomore Tenezeah Bishop 
designed and posted the lovely posters and advertising as well. Despite all the 
weeks of preparation. Holmes said "most of the work happened in the few 
days and even hours leading up t o it." 

"I was really worried for about the first hour when not many people seemed 
to be showing up, but everyone kept telling me not to worry, that it was normal 
and they were right of course, but that didn't stop me from doing a little freaking 
out," Holmes said. 

"1 couldn't be happier with how it went. Truthfully Em ecstatic," he said. 
Holmes' wish came true - the Fire and Ice Dance was a huge success. He 
estimated around 1 50 attendees. 

The eclectic crowd who attended was an interesting sight. Many were 
confused about the dress code, which Thomas says was supposed to be "club- 
style, or in-slyle night-time clubbing clothes." Some people wore clubbing 
clothes, some wore their jeans, and one couple even showed up in full formal 
regalia. One guy kept pulling his pants down, and his boxers up, during the 
"Thong Song." Unfortunately he was unavailable for questioning. 

However the confusion turned into a positive for Holmes. "I 'm really happy 
that happened though, that no one followed the dress code, because it proved 
to me that we had succeeded in doing what we set out to do." That's for sure 
- even the formally dressed couple seemed comfortable around their casual 
companions. 

As for next year, plans are up in the air. 

"There was talk of us getting together and doing it again, like a reunion 
event for the 2002-03 New Hall staff," Thomas said. 
Look out MWC, New Hal. is on fire. 
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Scene 



FUST FACT: 

The first toilet ever seen on television 
was on "Leave It To Beaver." 



your guide to entertoinment 
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This Could Happen Anywhere' 

The Laramie Project Comes to Mary Washington 




▼ Thursday, Feb. 27: 

"Partners of the Heart" a 
documentary facilitated by 
James Mirabello; a Black 
History Month event. 
Combs Hall room 139, 7 
p.m. Free. 



▼ Friday, Feb. 28: 

United States Army Field 
Band and Soldiers ' Chorus, 
sponsored by Mary 
Washington College and the 
Free Lance-Star. Dodd 
Auditorium in George 
Washington Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
Free, tickets required. 



▼ Tuesday, Mar. 4: 

Lecture by Annie Wang, a 
Cultural Awareness Series 
event. Lee Hall Ballroom, 
7 p.m. Free. 



top ten movies 



1 . Daredevil 

2. Old School 

3. How to Lose a Guy in 
10 Days 

4. The Jungle Book 2 

5. Chicago 

6. The Life of David 
Gale 

7. Shanghai Knights 

8. Gods and Generals 

9. Dark Blue 

10. The Recruit 

Opening This Weekend: 
"Cradle 2 the Grave" with Jet 
Li and DMX. "Spider" with 
Ralph Fiennes and Gabriel 
Byrne. 



source: www.imdh.com 




"You know it's too 
early. It makes 
the customers all 
crazy -like. 



-Gina, 
'Empire Records" 



By MARYS 

Staff Writer 



In October 1998, 2 1 -year-old 
Matthew Shepard was savagely beaten, 
tied to a fence and left to die in I .aramie. 
Wy. because he was gay, 

Over the next two years, a group of 
eleven actors conducted interviews in 
Laramie and researched all aspects of 
the hate crime. The result became "The 
Laramie Project," a play by Moises 
Kaufman and the Members of Tectonic 
Theatre Project. 

Beginning on Feb. 20, Mary 
Washington College's Department of 
Theatre and Dance will present the play 
directed by Gregg Stull, associate 
professor and chair of the department. 

"It speaks to an important moment 
in the history of our country, and it 
should be a catalyst for an important 
conversation on campus," Stull said. 

The 66 voices of Laramie are 
brought to life by the eleven actors alone 
on stage with chairs and five TV 
monitors. The format is presentational, 
called a series of moments in time, by 
Stull. The events are honestly and 
openly told, including graphic 
descriptions of the violence. Stull has 
put warnings on the show because of 
offensive language and the graphicness. 
but "we don*t want people not to come," 
he said. 

The content of the show has caused 
much controversy, as well as many 
mixed emotions. 

"I broke down and cried three times 
the first time 1 read it," said sophomore 
Phil Scidman. one of the actors. "We 
are all drained when we leave 
[rehearsal]." 

Because all sides of the story are 
covered, even the words of the killers 
are used. 

"Sometimes it*s hard to accept 
that real people would say this," 
said junior Mike Plummer. 




At left: Joe Hammoek and 
sophomore Liz Beebe 
Below: Junior Ryane 
Studivant 

Photos Courtesy College Relations 





"I broke down and 
cried three times the 
first time I read it." 




The actors found that it was extremely 
difficult to portray a hateful person. 

"You have to find a reason to connect with 
the character and like them," said sophomore 
Kat Mernin. "I've found a new way to look 
at acting." 

"You 
realize the 
degree to 
which some 
people 
hate," said 
Scidman. 

Not only 
are hateful 
people 
portrayed in 

the play, but they surround the 
controversy of the play and protest its 
productions. The leader of these 
protests. Fred Phelps of the Westboro 
Baptist Church of Topeka, Kan., has 
conducted more than 22.000 picketing 
demonstrations, including protesting at 
Matthew Shepard's funeral. His 
website includes the following 
statement: '"The Laramie Project' is a 
tacky bit of cheap melodrama of 
ncglible artistic value designed to 
make a hero of Matt Shepard and use 
him as a poster boy recruiting 
America's youths to lives of sin, shame, 
disease and Hell. Even as Shepard's 
Photo Courtesy Office Relations life was." 



Phelps will protest the second 
weekend of the show on campus. 
Margaret Mock, director of News 
and Information Services, said that 
there have been many peaceful 
demonstrations over the years, and 
nothing will be done unless there's 
a problem, in which the police would 
become involved. 

"Free speech embraces his ideas, 
but he is motivated by hate and it will 
be difficult to hear him speak and to 
see him protest," said Stull. 

According to Stull, there had been 
only one other complaint voiced so 
far. Someone called the box office 
and voiced their displeasure over the 
show. 

"It is absolutely possible people 
will react negatively. I only hope- 
people with misgivings at the title- 
take time to see the play," said Stull. 

Besides tackling the subject of a 
hate crime, the actors also each have 
to become a number of different 
characters throughout the show, 
switching roles within minutes of 
each other. 

"Gregg said. 'Be true to these 
characters,'" said senior Ryane 
Studivant. 

The actors have been through a 
lot of emotional ups and downs 
doing this show. 



"As we've gone along in the process, 
as the characters become more real, it 
touches you on a new level," said senior 
Kristina Reese. 

"[In "Laramie,"] Kaufman wants 
people to realize life is complicated," said 
Stull. "Life isn't black and white. It's 
not easy to come to terms with things. He 
wants to show that it is very 
complicated." 

One of the important aspects of the 
show is that though it portrays Laramie, 
it's not location-specific. 

"It's about any town," said Plummer. 
"This could happen anywhere." 

The cast believes the campus needs to 
see this show. 

"It's so honest. It challenges the way 
you think about things," said junior 
Nathan Figueroa. 

"It's a play that when you come and 
watch, forces you to weigh opinions," 
said Mernin. 'It's better to decide [what 
you think] than to not think about it." 

Stull agrees that the show will be good 
for the campus. 

"It's easy for us to believe the campus 
embraces difference, but 1 hear from 
people who are different, that it isn't 
easy," he said. 

"The Laramie Project" will be 
presented Feb. 20-22 and Feb. 27- 
Mar. 1 at 8 p.m., and Feb. 23 and 
Mar. 2 at 2 p.m. in Klein Theatre, 
duPont Hall. Tickets arc $8 for 
general admission, $6 for students 
and senior citizens, and S2 for 
iVIWC ID holders. Please note 
that the honest language of this 
play and the brutal crime it 
explores may be difficult for some 



Jenny Choi To Perform At Underground 

By LESLEY JOHNSON 



Staff Writer 
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Soothing jazz music will find its way towards the 
Underground on Feb. 28, at 7:30 p.m. featuring Jenny Choi. 

Choi, being an accomplished pianist, 
will combine self composed lyrics and 
melodies to create a soothing musical 
environment for her audience. 

According to CMJ New Music 
Report's David Avery, Jenny Choi 
"makes music that is best described by 
her album title ("Bittersweet"). 
Accompanied by piano, Choi sings and 
writes heartfelt songs about love, loss, 
and regret. Tori Amos is an obvious 
comparison, but Choi replaces that 
singer's melodrama and theatrics with 
uieter, more ' 



mm 



Photo Courtesy jennychoi.com 

Jenny Choi and her hand, The Third Shift, will 
perform at the Underground on Friday, Feb. 28. 



and writing lyrics did not just appear 
out of nowhere. According to her 
website, Choi has been practicing her 
piano skills since the age of three and 
composing lyrics since the age of 1 5. 



According to Julio Diaz of INK 19, Choi's music "is made 
up of pretty, melodic songs that arc sure to appeal to fans of 
Tori, Sarah MacLachlan, and the like; Choi and the Third Shift 
work hard to transcend those comparisons anil create something 
with its own unique charm." 

The website exemplifies her abilities as a pianist by saying, 
"Choi never writes down her music, instead allowing a series 
of improvisational jams to lead her to the finished product." 

The concert is sponsored by the Asian Student Association 
and Office of Student Activities and Community Service. 
Students and friends can come listen to Choi perform songs 
for free at the Underground this Friday night. 

Choi has two cds: "Bittersweet" and "Grand and Ashland." 



Jenny Choi will perform at the Underground 
jday, FehjJLM7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
'or MWC mBp^rRr ' 
For more information contact Monica at 654- 
5808 or for more information on Jenny Choi 
check out her website at www.jennychoi.com. 
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What Is Your Favorite Reality TV Show? 
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"Reality TV is the "Oh no, I don't like any "'Joe Millionare' is 
downfall of mankind, of them." 
It was wrought from 
Satan's loins." 

- Andrew Spaulding, - Grace Schauer, 
freshman sophomore 



Ml 



A Cook's Tour' on "'Joe Millionare,' 

funny. Catty girls are The Food Network, because I really want 

He's the most hardcore them to fall in love, 

chef I know." I'm an idealist." 

- Andrew Layman, - Sarah Appleby, 

junior freshman 



fun to watch" 
- Krista Waple, junior 



BSA Talent Show 
One To Remember 

Proceeds Went To Help The Homeless 





By EMMETT MANN 

Staff Writer 

Among the more memorable numbers 
at this year's black student association \s 
talent show was the underclass triplet 
Sidetracked and their original song, "Six- 
Pack Baby." This song , dedicated the 
ever popular drunk co-ed made available 
thanks to beer courage, somehow failed 
to resonate with the audience. Maybe if 
six packs had been available to audience 
members' Sidetracked might have got a 
more enthusiastic response. As it was, 
they preceded this number by another 
slightly more savory ditty that 
counterbalanced the aforementioned tune. 
Most acts followed suite, with one song 
that really stood out and another less 
strong number. Before the show can be 
discussed, however, the truly noble end 
of the talent show must be acknowledged: 
thanks to the BSA, the Thurman Brisben 
homeless shelter will receive a check for 
$426. This money will be used to provide 
boots, coats and other necessities for the 
homeless in Fredericksburg. 

Maybe because of the positive nature 
of the occasion, the crowd and even the 
security guard seemed in exceptionally 
good humor. The first half of the show 
consisted of five acts, Noise Land, senior 
Crystal Small, J5, Seated Position, and 
Sidetracked. Noiseland had strong 
harmony but the vocals were hard to 



distinguish. Crystal Small's moving 
rendition of "My Redeemer Lives" 
accordingly earned her second place and 
marked one of the best performances of 
the evening. J5 sounded off with an indie 
rock number and was followed by a 
powerful original "Standing Again" by 
the all female triplet Seated Position. And 
after Seated Position, whose name was 
bawdily demonstrated by one of the 
female members came Sidetrtacked. The 
stronger half of their performance was a 
song called "Third Degree Burn" which 
highlighted the group's vocal prowess and 
guitar skills. 

During the intermission, student 
comedian sophomore Donovan Cobbins 
took the stage. His stand-up seemed a 
little confused but there were some 
moments of truth including a quick Bush- 
bashing quip and few other one liners. 
Judging from the catcalls from the rear 
of the auditorium his act might have 
benefited from a few more practice runs. 
Cobbins was escorted off the stage 
halfway through his performance by BSA 
vice president Ted Lewis because he 
broke the contract and used bad langauge. 
Following the intermission' were 
Bluegrass Dawgs, then solo rapper Brett 
Gideon Druger, Thunder Cats, solo singer 
Shahla Chohan and a two piece band with 
no name composed of Erik Bruner Yang 
and Merideth Nunoz. Bluegrass Dawgs, 
complete with assistant professor of 



biology John Temple, knocked out two 
lively numbers: "Sitting on Top of the 
World" and the now famous "Man of 
Constant Sorrow." The group really 
outshined the competition thanks to 
Temple's precision finger picking and the 
mellow upright bass. Junior Eddie 
Dickerson, the banjo player from 
Bluegrass Dawg, also contributed on the 
guitar and on the mic for J5, making him 
pretty much the premier musician for the 
whole event. Brett Gideon Druger 
rapped his song "Nice Guys" which, 
when you could make out the lyrics, was 
actually pretty funny, but the technicians 
had the track up too loud. Thuundercats 
held down third place with an zesty indie 
number, and was followed by senior 
Shahla Chohan's acappella version of 
En Vogue' "Give Him Something He Can 
Feel." Freshmen Erik Bruner- Yang and 
Merideth Nunoz 's duet "Cosmopolitan" 
wasn't without emotion and energy but 
failed to place. The evening ended with 
a slightly bizarre impromptu act by the 
masters of the ceremonies juniors Matt 
Kapunscinski and Joanne Walker that was 
something like a lip sync dance routine 
to a hodge-podge of R.Kelly tunes that 
which left the audience somewhat 
boggled if not amused. Despite the 
insistence that no lighters be waved 
during the performance, the night went 
really well, and there was certainly no 
lack of audience participation 




Dr. Temple and the band Bluegrass 
Show was held on Thursday, Feb. 13. 



Worth Stokes/ Bullet 
ace in the BSA Talent Show. The Talent 



Dancing The Night Away 

By KATIE JENSEN 

Staff Writer 

"Come get your fire and ice! And don't forget your raffle tickets!" 

Fantastic. Excuse me did you say fire and ice? I just wanted to come to this 
dance for ten minutes, take some notes, and get on with my Friday night. But 
no, I've just walked in the door and already they're asking me to fill out another 
raffle tickerjust so I can wait all night for some prize I won't win. 

At least that's what I was thinking when 1 showed up to New Hall's Fire 
and Ice Dance in Great Hall last Friday. Another cheesy dance. Another 
article written. Another night of wishing I'd been the one to go home with that 
two dollar door prize. 

Only when I turned to get my "fire and ice" 1 found sophomore Steve Parker 
holding out two Mardi Gras necklaces, one red, one silver; my "fire and ice." 
Creative. He even took my coat and purse and hung them for me. OK, bonus 
points for having an effective coat service. 

After a frustrating five minutes of figuring out whether I wanted to drop 
my pink raffle ticket in the white paper bag with "Coyote Ugly," "Dirty 
Dancing," "Any Given Sunday," "Save the Last Dance," "Top Gun," "Charlie's 
Angels," "Rush Hour Two" or "Gone in 60 Seconds" scrawled on it, I hit the 
dance floor. 

To my surprise the "New Crew" even provided snacks^ punch, water, and 
some incredibly refreshing lemonade. They even had coolers full of ice pops. 

"It's cool that they had Hershey kisses and flavored ice," said sophomore 
Chris Coffman who stopped by the dance Friday night. 

Alexis White, resident director of Marshall Hall spun the evening's beats 
and ran into some difficulty when attendees began making requests. They 
asked for music that deviated from the clubbing theme, leaving some attendees 
wondering where the fire had gone. However tension passed with the end of 
Madonna, and White finished the dance with another successful event in the 
bag. 

Sophomore Jeff Holmes, one of the resident assistants in New Hall, decided 
to submit the proposal for $1000 for a themed dance to Office of Student 
Activities and Community Service in Nov. as part of the "Fling into Spring" 
program. He estimated the final expenses between $700-$750. "I thought there 
were too many events on campus that, even though they were a lot of fun, 
were overly formal or required lots of preparation on the part of the people 
that came. We wanted to have an event where the basis was to come and have 
a great time without the hassle." he said. 

A planning committee composed of the New Hall R.A. staff and the New 
Hall Council met once a week to plan the dance. Juniors Ben Kolodziej and 
Paul Michancyzk, handled the refreshments, junior Alex Chehab and 
sophomore Claudia Thomas provided decorations, while senior Erin Fish took 
care of the raffle prizes and mardi gras beads. Sophomore Tenezeah Bishop 
designed and posted the lovely posters and advertising as well. Despite all the 
weeks of preparation, Holmes said "most of the work happened in the few 
days and even hours leading up io it." 

"I was really worried for about the first hour when not many people seemed 
to be showing up, but everyone kept telling me not to worry, that it was normal 
and they were right of course, but that didn't slop me from doing a little freaking 
out," Holmes said. 

"1 couldn't be happier with how it went. Truthfully I'm ecstatic," he said. 
Holmes' wish came true - the Fire and Ice Dance was a huge success. He 
estimated around 1 50 attendees. 

The eclectic crowd who attended was an interesting sight. Many were 
confused about the dress code, which Thomas says was supposed to be "club- 
style, or in-style night-time clubbing clothes." Some people wore clubbing 
clothes, some wore their jeans, and one couple even showed up in full formal 
regalia. One guy kept pulling his pants down, and his boxers up, during the 
"Thong Song." Unfortunately he was unavailable for questioning. 

However the confusion turned into a positive for Holmes. "I'm really happy 
that happened though, that no one followed the dress code, because it proved 
to me that we had succeeded in doing what we set out to do." That's for sure 
- even the formally dressed couple seemed comfortable around their casual 
companions. 

As for next year, plans are up in the air. 

"There was talk of us getting together and doing it again, like a reunion 
event for the 2002-03 New Hall staff," Thomas said. 
Look out MWC, New Hall is on fire. 
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Banjos, Bluegrass, And Butter Cookies 

Fredericksburg 's Acoustic Roots Series Impresses Crowd 



BV KATIE JENSEN 

Staff Writer 

"Back in the old times when things 
were bad someone would come along, 
pull out a fiddle, and make it all 
worse." 

Old School Freight Train's Darrell 
Muller broke the ice with a joke for 
the crowd while his band manually 
tuned their instruments. They 
performed on a small stage with just 
four microphones to an enthusiastic 
group stuffed into the loft above 
Picker's Supply at 902 Caroline St. 

The performance was part of the 
new Acoustic Roots series created by 
local band Vertical Land's Stuart 
Whitford and a small team including 
band mate Kent lppolito, and friends 
John Sovitsky, Kathy Harrigan, and 
Carol Foley. 

The series, which began in October 
of 2002, features bluegrass, old-time. 



blues, Cajun, and other roots-type 
music. The current season has three 
more shows March, April 1 9, and May 
24. March 8 is cd release show for 
Whitford's band Vertical Land. 

The series caters to an audience of 
all types and ages and the size ranges 
from performance to performance. On 
Saturday Feb. 28, white lawn chairs 
lined the narrow loft floor until five 
minutes before the show when 
latecomers began ravaging the corners 
of the loft for brown folding chairs. 
Kathy and Rim Vining, local 
musicians, pulled a white wicker couch 
from one of the walls for a cozy seat. 

TheVinings are drawn to the series 
because of its comfortable and homely 
atmosphere, like many other attendees. 
In the back of the loft stands a table 
with coffee and tea donated from 
Hyperion Cafe, a red plastic plate of 
orange slices, and a handwritten sign 
propped on a clear Tupperware 



container filled with peanut butter 
cookies made by Whitford's mother. 

"It's the kind of environment where 
1 could go by myself and not have any 
problem making friends and talking to 
people," said sophomore Brooke 
Carter. 

Whitford, 52, said the idea began 
to take shape after Vertical Land 
rented and played a show in 
the loft. 

"We had such a 
great experience 
playing there that 
it got me to 
thinking about 
establishing a 
group-oriented 
monthly acoustic 
concert," Whitford said. 

In order to play in the series 
Whitford must know the group and 
seen them perform live. Whitford and 
his team plan to have a committee who 




will review cd submissions by groups 
in April or May because they are now 
being contacted by groups they don't 
know. It is not necessary that everyone 
in the group play only an acoustic 
instrument, but that their music is 
acoustic 
nature. 



" 1 

have been really 
encouraged by the growth in 
popularity of talented young 
groups like Nickel Creek and 
Old School Freight Train, and 
the rising interest among college 
students in bluegrass and other 
forms of traditional acoustic music," 
Whitford said. 

When asked whether college 
students will be able to play in the 
series, Whitford said, "If there is a 
group like Old School Freight Train at 
MWC, we would certainly like to hear 
from them." 

Whitford and his team are also 
considering having opening acts for 
next year's shows in addition to a main 
touring national act. 

Because of the series' group- 
oriented nature, they will not host any 
open mic- nights. "That isn't what we 
are trying to do," Whitford said. 




Whitford's inspiration for the series 
came from his experiences as a youth 
in Johnson City, Tennessee. "1 was in 
college and getting to hear the likes of 
Jerry Douglas, Emmy Lou Harris, and 
Norman Bake perform live at the 
Down Home Pickin' Parlor." Created 
in 1975, the club is still running today. 

Whitford isn't the only one around 
here that loves the tunes of bluegrass. 
Classics, Philosophy, and Religion 
department Professor James Goehring 
is a long time fan of acoustic music, 
and contacted The Bullet to tell the 
students about the series. 

"I don't think that organizers always 
know how to let students know of their 
events. I simply wanted to help forge 
the link. Of course, I'm partial to 
acoustic music," said Goehring. 

"1 love listening to live bluegrass 
music. The fiddle just amazes me, and 
I could sit and listen to that alone for 
hours. When it's mixed in with the 
banjo and mandolin, well then you 
have my undivided attention," 
sophomore Katie Smith said. 

"The experience of hearing all that 
amazing music live at a small, listening 
club with a great sound system has 
stayed with me all my life. 1 only hope 
to approach that kind of a listening 
experience with our series and pass on 
that pleasure to others," Whitford said. 



Remaining Shows for the Season: 
March 8: CD Release show for Vertical Land 
April 19: Stephen Cohen 
May 24: Patti Casey and Redwig 
Shows are at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $5 for college students and seniors, $8 for gene 
admission, and free for high school students. 



Photo Courtesy verticalland.com 

The members of local band Vertical Land, Kent lppolito, Stuart Whitford, John Sovitsky, and 
Kathy Harrigan, performed at Picker's Supply on Feb 28. 



More information on the series or the band Vertical 
can be found at 
www.pickerssupply.com 
www.stuartwhitford.com 

Interested groups can contact Stuart Whitford 

at (540) 373-8445 
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Crossword 101 



Yuletide Greetings 



i 

5 Mother 

9 Thin atrip of wood 

13 Acquired 

14 Type of power 

15 Land un< 

16 Clement Moore, for one 

19 Tod 

20 Rotating imxluuuynu 

21 Retriever* and Boxen 

22 Heroic tale 

23 Deceiver 

24 Sweeping tool 

27 Distribute cards 

28 Newscaster Russert 

31 Sum up 

32 Advertising board 

33 Nude 

34 Charles Dicken's work 

37 Mongrels 

38 Money box 

39 In the past 

40 Before 

41 Itsy-bitsy 

42 African fly 

43 Common people 

44 Follows junk 
43 Get away 

48 Oven 

49 Piglet s friend 
52 Saata s treat 

55 Transport 

56 Loses at pin hall 

57 Internet addresses 

58 Bookies' ratio 

59 Lyric poems 
60 
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By Kd Canty 

TT 




t Restless desire 

2 NYC district 

3 Additional 

4 Comes before lift or pole 

5 Mother 
Poo* tiling! 



7 Advanced 
* Yemen 
9 Tardier 

10 Yearn 

11 Trampled 

12 Towel word 

14 Bachelor affairs 
17S»runpdish 
1 8 Russian river 

22 Glides 

23 Legitimate 

24 Support 

25 Happen again 

26 Orange-yellow color 

27 Indist int tlv 

28 Fortune telling cards 

29 Presses 

30 Disturbance 

32 Reek 

33 NYC doughnut 

35 Dagger 

36 Vegas sight 

41 Spinning toys 

42 Powders 
43 



44 Fogs 
45 

4* Fish 

47 Muck 

48 Edible plant 

49 Gumbo i 

50 Droop 

51 Smaller m amount 

53 At (he cental 

54 Town 



A lovtly thing about 
Christmas is that Us 
compulsory. like a 
thunderstorm ami we all 
go through it together, 

' • • Garrison Keillor 
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Honor Does Not Apply Here 



PAUL E. BURMAN 

Guest Columnist 



What does the honor code do for this col lege ? 
Supposedly, when you the student sign the 
contract accepting the honor code, you are 
bapti/cd anew: you no longer steal, cheat or lie. 
But that is not really the case. People who arc- 
going to steal. cheat and lie and not deterred from 
committing crimes, as is clearly demonstrated 
by the crime reports in the Bullel that always 
seem include the stealing of a bicycle. 

So what does the honor code really do for 
(his college? It provides a selling point to 
students applying to the college, and gives 
current Mary Washington 
College students a false sense of 
security with their personal 
goods. II the honor code is 
violated, a student will he tried, 
convicted and probably expelled; 
that is all well and good, but 
where is the college's personal 
responsibility? 

When I took a tour of this 
school in 2(KK). (he guide told me 
that I could leave my backpack 
where ever I wauled and that 1 
could leave my bike unlocked 
without fear because of the honor 
code. But what I have come to 
realize is that when something gets stolen around 
here it is probably because somebody left it in a 
position to be stolen, assuming that the honor 
code would prevent any thievery. 

When the system fails and things get stolen 
it is the fault of Mary Washington College and 
they should be prosecuted lor it. Anyone that 
has had something stolen has a case against the 
College for providing a f alse sense of security. I 
strongly believe that the College should be held 
accountable for every stolen wallet, video game, 
textbook, bicycle and everything else because 
it is their hope that leads to our woe. 

There arc benefits associated with having un- 
proctored exams, and 1 am sure there are more 
ways the honor code helps students with 
teachers, but I have found few benefits of having 
an honor code when dealing with the campus 
police and with the administration. The honor 
code is fundamentally a system based on 



believe that the 
College should 
tie held 

accountable for 
every stolen 



bicycle and 



personal integrity, but try telling that to the cops. 
Regardless of the case, the MWC police treat 
you with assumed guilt. They repeatedly tell you 
to confess to a crime that you may not have even 
committed . In cases where the honor code should 
apply, it doesn't. If you are accused of stealing 
a wallet, you will be interrogated in spite of 
claiming innocence on your word of honor. In a 
case like that, the honor code should clear your 
name of slanderous accusations, but it doesn't. 

1 recently have been questioned by the 
campus police about the singeing of bulletin 
boards in Bushnell Hall. I had to talk to a police 
officer for over an hour about a crime that I didn't 
commit and that I have no knowledge of. His 
main point of interrogation centered around a 
long past offense and the fact that 1 smoke 
cigarettes (that means I have "the 
equipment needed" to light 
something on fire). I have been 
told by administrators that I am 
constantly being watched here, 
and I was told by the 
aforementioned police officer that 
"cameras could easily be installed 
all over your hall to watch you, 
just like on Real TV." Claiming 
my innocence means nothing to 
anyone on this campus. There 
should be no need to watch my 
every move because on my word 
of honor I have told the police that 
I have done nothing wrong, 
broken no rules. 

What 1 have learned about the honor code is 
that it does not prevent crime and that it does 
not mean that your word of honor is of any value. 
If the honor code worked we would be able to 
bring book bags into Seacobeck. If the honor 
code worked, we wouldn't need such a large 
police force. If the honor code worked there 
would be no need for the security devices in the 
library. But the honor code doesn't work; the 
administration knows that and has taken steps 
to prevent the school property from being stolen. 
The students, on the other hand, are force-fed 
self-righteousness which does not benefit them, 
but instead may result in harassment or even 
expulsion. You must remember that it was 
obligatory to sign the honor code, it is their rule, 
and it is their responsibility when the system 
fails. 

Paul E. Burnrnn is a sophomore. 



'The Laramie Project' Inspires Calls For Peaceful Counter Protests 

a LARAMIE, page 3 



t, page 3 

their backs on. Hitler and the Taliban took their hatred 
to an extreme, and look at what it led to: war. People 
like this only incite war. Rev. Phelps stands tall, 
shakes a Bible at you, and quotes the text out of 
context. He does this to bend people to his beliefs, 
even if there is no true foundation. There is enough 
trouble in the world without fighting amongst 
ourselves. 

Though 1 do not speak for any group or other 
person, I have heard many people speak about this 
protest, and in return organizing an anti-protest. Such 
a turnout from people would speak more than words. 
I fear though, that some will take this a step too far. 
On March I and 2 think about Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and Gandhi; they both went to their graves 
advocating peace. The way to fight this hatred being 
forced on our doorsteps is not sink to the level of 
those that use hatred. Go and see "The Laramie 
Project," gather in front of duPont Hall as a sign of 
strength and union , but do so in a way to honor those 
who were murdered by hate. 

Connie Maetzold is a junior. 



Handy-Dandy 
Guide To 



The Basics: 

*** 

No blocking people 

from going places 

*** 

No violence or threats 



ounce o 

" *** 



No picketing 
private homes 



I) 18.2-404. Obstructing free passage of others. 

Any person or persons who in any public place or on 
any private property open to the public unreasonably or 
unnecessarily obstructs the free passage of other persons 
to and from or within such place or property and who shall 
fail or refuse to cease such obstruction or move on when 
requested to do so by the owner or lessee or agent or 
employee of such owner or lessee or by a duly authorized 
law-enforcement officer shall be guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit lawful picketing. 

ft 182-406. What constitutes an unlawful assembly; 
punishment. 

Whenever three or more persons assembled share the 
common intent to advance some lawf ul or unlawful purpose 
by the commission of an act or acts of unlawful force or 
violence likely to jeopardize seriously public safety, peace 
or order, and the assembly actually tends to inspire persons 
of ordinary courage with well-grounded fear of serious and 
immediate breaches of public safety, peace or order, then 
such assembly is an unlawful assembly. Every person who 



participates in any unlawful assembly shall be guilty of a 
Class 1 misdemeanor. If any such person carried, at the 
time of his participation in an unlawful assembly, any 
firearm or other deadly or dangerous weapon, he shall be 
guilty of a Class 5 felony. 

ft 182-419. Picketing or disrupting tranquility of home. 

Any person who shall engage in picketing before or 
about the residence or dwelling place of any individual, 
or who shall assemble with another person or persons in a 
manner which disrupts or threatens to disrupt any 
individual's right to tranquility in his home, shall be guilty 
of a Class 3 misdemeanor. Each day on which a violation 
of this section occurs shall constitute a separate offense... 
ft 40.1-53. Preventing persons from pursuing lawful 
vocations, etc.; illegal picketing; injunction. 

...No person shall engage in picketing by force or 
violence, or picket alone or in concert with others in such 
manner as to obstruct or interfere with free ingress or egress 
to and from any premises, or obstruct or interfere with 
free use of public streets, sidewalks or other public ways... 

from The Code of Virginia 




Send in a 
personal 
thumb and 
tell The 
Bullet! 



Put your thumbs in the box at 
the Campus Center Info desk or 
send it to bullet@mwc.edu with 
a subject line 
"thumbs up/down." 
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Seats five, has 53 cubic 
feet of cargo space, and 
is available with 180 hp 
and a 6-speed manual 
shift. Even evolution 
can't fully explain it. 



Starting at $15, 155: Model Shown $ 18.095 
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Freshman Leaves After Gun Found In Dorm Room 



Scene Editor 

When a handgun was found in 
freshman Avery Andon's Jefferson Hall 
dorm room, Andon sent himself home 
before the college had a chance. 

According to 
Andon's girlfriend, 
freshman Hope 
Hassell, Andon. 
withdrew from thej 
college shortly' 
after a .22 caliber 
pistol, along with 
individual bags of 
marijuana, 
smoking devices, 

alcohol, and a large sum of cash, was 
found during an administrative search on 
Feb. 4 in Andon's room. 

"He wasn't planning on harming 
anyone," Hassell said. "Guys like guns, 
and they like to shoot bottles. That's all 
he did with it and that's all he was 
planning on doing with it." 

Hassell said that Andon had gotten the 
gun, an RG make, the previous night as a 
present for his father, who is interested 
in hunting. He planned to bring the gun 
home with him to New York. 

According to Lt. James Snipes, acting 
police director of the Police Department, 
a .22 caliber pistol is a semiautomatic 
handgun used for personal protection and 
target shooting, but not for hunting. 

Andon could not be reached for 
comment. When tried at his home in New 
York, Andon's younger brother said that 
his mother had kicked Andon out of the 
house. 

While there is no specific law banning 
firearms at public colleges in the state of 
Virginia, it says in the 2002-2003 student 
handbook that "No student shall keep, 
use, possess, display, or carry any rifle, 
shotgun, handgun, or other lethal or 
dangerous devices capable of casting a 



projectile by air, gas. explosion, or 
mechanical means on any property or in 
any building owned or operated by the 
College." 

According Snipes, Andon was also 
breaking the Virginia state law that 
prohibits concealed weapons without a 



Rachel King, the head resident for 
Jefferson Hall, and Dawn Fikc, assistant 
director of Residence Life, declined to 
common t, Chris Porter, director of 
Resident Life, could not be reached for 
comment. 

Schult/ said that he was there the day 



Bemud Chirico, vice president for 
student affairs and dean of students, 
declined to comment on Andon's case. 

Resident! of Jefferson Hall had mixed 
reactions towards the discovery of 
Andon's gun. 

"I wasn't surprised." said freshman 




permit. By hiding the gun in 
his room, police say that it could 
be considered concealed. 

"In the incident that occurred, 
although it's kind of a gray area, the 
weapon was concealed, however it was, 
in the residence hull, fan what would be 
considered his residence," said Snipes. 

Junior Scott Schult/, who lives in the 
single room across from Andon's. said 
that Andon had asked him about guns the 
previous semester. 

"I didn't know he had one. but he did 
ask me before if I knew anything about 
9 mms, things like that, how to get one," 
Schultz said. "I said you had to go get a 
pistol permit and he asked if I knew any 
other way to do it and I told him no." 

According to Snipes, an anonymous 
call regarding Andon's gun came in to the 
police station on Feb. 4. 

"The information was received 
anonymously and the standard for 
obtaining a search warrant wasn't met by 
having at least a confidential informant 
who was known to the police," Snipes 
said. 

The police then contacted Residence 
Life, who performed an administrative 
search. 



administration 
searched Andon's room 
and said Andon told him 
that they had found a gun 
in his room. 

"He didn't actually say 
'gun.' he said they foufid a 
piece, or something like that," 
Schultz said. "I was a little 
confused at first, because I didn't 
expect that he would have something 
like that in there. And then when I 
thought about when he asked me about 
the information." 

While most handbook violations are 
sent to the Judicial Review Board, 
Assistant Director of Residence Life, or 
the Office of Judicial Affairs and 
Community Responsibility, Ray Tuttlc. 
director of Judicial Affairs and 
Community Responsibility, said 
violations of a serious nature would go 
straight to the vice president for Student 
Affairs. 



Courtesy Colt22.com 

A 22 caliber handgun. 

Kemp Savage. "I don't think many 
people were surprised." 

Freshman Tim Cook, Andon's 
roommate in the beginning of year, said 
that he didn't see the need for Andon to 
have a gun. 

"It blew my mind," Cook said. "I didn't 
think he'd need a gun or anything like 
that, unless there was stuff about him that 



I didn't know, like selling drugs or 
something." 

According to police and residents in the 
hall, there was also marijuana and a large 
amount of cash found in Andon's room. 

"Cash I wouldn't expect," Schultz said. 
"Pot, maybe." 

Hassell, Andon's girlfriend, said that 
the cash was from Christmas 

"I thought he was just interested in 
guns," Schultz said. "Now that I know 
what happened, I could see there were 
little hints that went that way, but I didn't 
see it coming." 

According to Chirico, there have been 
previous incidents of firearms on campus 
which were related to reinactors or target 
shooting. 

Snipes said he cannot recall any 
incidents in the three years since he has 
been with the college but said there are 
firearms in the evidence locker which 
attest to previous incidents. 

Residents of Jefferson said Andon was 
noisy, had a brash personality and was not 
liked by everyone on the hall. 

"I didn't like him that much," Savage 
said. "We butted heads on some things. 
I didn't like how he treated people." 

Freshman Dick Gronske felt similarly. 

"He'd get pissed at little things," 
Gronske said. "He was just always loud." 

Ryan Eby, Andon's roommate for the 
semester after Cook left, said Andon had 
been involved in fights the first semester. 

"Some people had problems with him. 
but I didn't," Eby said. "We were just 
tight." 

"He was a nice guy," freshamn Wes 
Hillyard said, Andon's resident assistant. 
"He didn't give me any reason to have 
any troubles with him." 

Hassell said she feels Andon is gaining 
a bad reputation on campus. 

"I can understand when people hear 
that 'oh my gosh, he had a gun on 
campus,' it's a scary situation," Hassell 
said. "That's understandable." 




Why Are Student Email Addresses So Bizarre? 

By CONOR REtLLY 



Marye's Heights Makes Hew Room On Campus 

French , Germans, Spanish To Take Over Madison Next Year 



ame. 
hree 



When junior Kiara Kerwin first 
came to Mary Washington College she 
thought the email address that had been 
assigned to her had some strange 
characters on the end. 

In addition to her first initial and the 
first four letters of her last name, her 
email address had "5qy" before the 
@m wc.edu. 

I've always wondered why they 
there," Kerwin 
said. "They seem 
pretty random." 
very student 
ring the college 
receives an email 
address consists of 
eight characters, the 
one being the 
students first initial 
plus the first four 
letters of the 
student's last na 
The last th 
characters, a number 
and two letters, are 
randomly generated 
by the HP-3000, the 
college's mainframe 
computer. 

According to Joe Haynes, the 
director of network services, the 
college does this to provide unique 
email addresses. 

"For instance, if there are two John 
Smiths here, this system ensures that 
they won't have the same address," 
Haynes said. 

College officials said the college 
does not reuse email addresses, either. 
So with more than 1000 students 
matriculating each year, these random 
characters allow for more coincidence. 

"It's also nice because someone 
cannot guess your address just by 
knowing your name, and then send you 
junk email," said Carol Martin, 
information technology project 
manager . 

College officials said another 
on for the decision was that the 
are limited the login system to 
only eight characters . There are a finite 
number of combinations within an 
eight character system. By deciding on 
the three character arrangement, the 
administration attempted to get the 
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most number of addresses possible 

However, faculty and staff email 
addresses are different and some 
more simple. College officials 
this is because there are fewer fa< 
members that are typically at th< 
college longer than the students. 
Therefore, the probability that faculty 
members will have the same name is 
less. Even so, there are a few faculty 
and staff members that do have the 
same name. These email addresses are 
iated by adding a number at 
the end of the 
address. 

Login 
passwords for 
students art 
equally as baffling. 
Other state 
institutions allow 
students to create 
and change their 
own passwords. 
On campus, 
though, this is not 
an option. 

"There have 
been problems 
with passwords 
being a pet's name 
or something 
obvious," Martin 
said. "Having a scrambled password 
makes it a little more secure." 

Other colleges cope with this issue 
differently. U.Va uses a similar system 
for its email addresses. Penn State 
University uses a six character system 
including the initials of the student 
followed by three random numbers. 
Syracuse University only add.s 
numbers when students have the same 
name. 

Hewlett Packard has recently 
declared the college's HP-3000 
obsolete, which means the college 
will have to make a decision to change 
the current email address system or 
to keep it the same. 

"[The college] may or may not 
change the login system with the new 
hardware," Martin said. "Right now 
we have no plans to change it." 

Because the new software will not 
contain the same program for 
generating the email addresses, the 
technical staff will have to write the 
program themselves if they choose to 
keep it the same. 



By LAURA HENDERSON 

Assistant News Editor 

As usual, next fall, uppcrclassmen will 
be surprised to see many of their old dorms 
change occupants. 

Because of the addition of the Marye's 
Heights apartment complex. Residence 
Life has more space to fill 
and will be able to give some 
of that space to special 
interest housing. Right now. 
Residence Life does not 
anticipate any housing 
shortage for students who 
turned in their housing 
contract. 

The biggest housing 
changes are within the 
Special Interest 
communities. Foreign 
Language, which now 
combines Spanish, French 
and German to the third floor 
of Westmoreland, will 
occupy all of Madison, while 
Westmoreland will remain 
upperclassmen and co-ed. 
The move will allow a 
separate floor for each 
language. Service learning. 



which is currently in Madison, will move 
to Custis and will also receive more room 
than they currently have. 

"Having more space gives us the 
opportunity to make changes," Director 
of Residence Life Christine Porter said. 
"It's in the best interest of the special 
interest communities to have these 
changes. We're 
always looking to 
improve the 
residential experience 
for students." 

Students living in 
this year's foreign 
language floor arc glad 
to be moving. " I 
think people are 
excited that there will 
be a foreign language 
building and that wc 
will be our own self- 
contained 
community," said 
EliseFasick, who lives 
in the Spanish section 
of the Foreign 
Language floor. 
"Westmoreland is 
great but we are 
looking forward to a 
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change. 1 don't know anyone who isn't 
excited for the move." 

The added space allowed for some 
other minor changes as well to take place 
next year. Willard will be all 
upperclassmen as usual, but will be 
entirely doubles. Also, Mercer will 
become all freshmen and Virginia will 
have fewer, or possibly no triples. 

Freshman Mary Beth Baylor, who lives 
in Virginia, used to live in a triple. 

"Although the rooms are big, they are 
not big enough for three girls to live 
comfortably." Baylor said. 

Brooke Ream, who also lives in 
• Virginia, thinks it will help freshmen to 
have better roommate relationships. 

"I'd prefer a double because it's just 
easier to live with one person than have a 
relationship with two people. Someone 
always gets left out," said Ream. 

According to Porter. Special Interest 
Housing handles its own application 
process. Foreign language professors 
select students for their housing. In 
Service Learning, the residents take 
applications and pick their new hall mates. 

For other students, housing selection 
begins for the apartments on March 3, 
homesteading is April Sthrough the 10 and 
general selection is April 14 and 15. 



Snow Throws Classes Out of Whack Snowy Setbacks 
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Naden said that is exactly what his 
professors are doing. 

"Nothing changed," he said. "They are 
just piling on the work." 

Romero said that the full effects of the 
snow days on his classes remain to be seen. 

"For most of my classes, I would say, 
not at all," he said. "Rapport is the essential 
thing— the idea of a class mind, a thread 
of discussion that carries over from class 
to class — that is more important than 
having read this or that group of pages. I 
am a big picture person and that picture 
will not change because I have selected to 
omit | some assignments |." 

Students said that they enjoyed their 
four-day weekend, but in the end they were 
ready to go back. 

"It was a nice break but it made me 
lazy," Burgess said. 

"No school was good but it got a little 
ridiculous," Sledz said. 



One of the school's concerns was if, 
when, and how to make up the missed 
days. In a letter sent to the faculty. 
Assistant Vice President for Academic- 
Affairs John Morello said that there will 
be no make-up days added to the spring 
2003 schedule. 

"Several factors contributed to this 
decision," he said in the letter. "Extending 
the semester creates scheduling 
complications for students and faculty, 
adds costs, and squeezes the time 
available between the end of exams and 
the deadlines for reporting the final 
grades." 

Hall said that the faculty was asked 
whether or not they felt they needed 
make-up days and about two-thirds of the 
respondents said no. 

"If we get more snow closings wc may 
revisit that decision," he said. "We will 
cross that bridge if and when we come to 
it. Let's hope we do not." 



- SEACOBECK P agen 

Lebreque said the help of Miller 
and Roan was very appreciated. 

"We pretty much just helped clean 
up. and get ready for dinner," Millet- 
said. 

One last complication was added 
to the day. 

The regularly scheduled food 
delivery truck could not reach the 
college. While this was inconvenient, 
The Wood Company simply changed 
the menu to utilize what they had . 

"1 though the food was just fine. I 
was even impressed by the spread 
they had out for Monday," said 
sophomore Chris Halbert. 

"I had no problem with it." said 
senior Joseph Thornhill. "Except I 
couldn't find the soy milk, and the 
plastic forks were kind of a hassle to 
use." 
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